A WEEKEND OF OPEN HOUSES IN JERUSALEM

Thursday 31.10-Saturday 2.11 | 2019

הרשות לפיתוח ירושלים

THE JERUSALEM DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

Greetings from the Mayor
Dear Visitors, Shalom,

The skyline and the scenic overlooks, the
streets and the alleyways, the gardens
and the parks, the plazas and all the
other treasures that our beautiful city
has been blessed with.

Jerusalem is replete with countless
special buildings, whose walls, windows
and arches tell the city's stories and
secrets. We believe that a large share of
the city's distinctive beauty is actually
found in the homes of its residents, and
Open House exists expressly for that
purpose. For some time now, the event
has been a cultural and architectural
must not only| for all those who love
Jerusalem, but also for a broad spectrum
of culture and architecture enthusiasts.

While this is surely true, other aspects
can also be found within the buildings.
Impacted by the city, most of them were
uniquely constructed and designed on
its rich layers of history, while absorbing
the multiple cultural influences that
characterize Jerusalem.

The tours offer free guided visits at a
wide variety of homes and buildings,
whose interior designs convey the
splendid nature of the city – comprised
of old and new, East and West, traditional
and modern, Christianity and Islam
and Judaism.

Everyone knows that ten measures of
beauty descended on the world, nine of
which were taken by Jerusalem and one
by the rest of the world.

For special deals offered by Jerusalem hotels during
Open House Jerusalem weekend: batim.itraveljerusalem.com

The Open House event is part of
the city's burgeoning growth. It is
reflected not only in the construction of
residences, businesses and commercial
establishments as well as the renovation
and restoration of old neighborhoods and
the establishment of new ones, but also in
its cultural and artistic prosperity.
I also invite you to take part in the many
other cultural events that Jerusalem
offers its visitors, which will enable you to
experience the city in the most intimate
and tangible way possible.
I wish you interesting and enjoyable visits.
Welcome to Jerusalem.
Best regards,
Moshe Lion
Mayor of Jerusalem

@itraveljerusalem
#openhousejlm

OPEN YOUR EYES AND MIND TO THE ENVIRONMENT, ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN
SPECIAL THANKS Open House Jerusalem is made possible only through the generosity of the many
architects, real estate developers, homeowners, institution directors, preservationists and conservationists
who give of their valuable time and resources. It is their commitment to advancing architecture as a social
mission that enables Open House Jerusalem to succeed.

Open House Jerusalem 2019 is
open to the general public at no cost.
How can you take part?
With 134 different events, all free of charge,
Open House Jerusalem offers a variety that's
sure to meet your interests.
| Professional architectural/
engineering design

| B uilding earmarked

for preservation
| Ecological plan
| Also suitable for kids
| T he main building is
handicap accessible.
| Not handicap accessible
| English Tour

Information regarding the events can be found in the following
pages, along with a map that will help you create your own route.
More information available on the website:

batim.itraveljerusalem.com

THE DOORS OPEN...

004 Surrounding
Ein Kerem | 2 3 4

The City Center – West of Jaffa Gate
Jerusalem's Old City extends across an area of roughly one square kilometer, surrounded
by a wall built in the 16th century by the Turkish Sultan, Suleiman the Magnificent.
The Old City, which is divided into Jewish, Muslim, Christian and Armenian Quarters, is
characterized by a cosmopolitan ambience and architecture built by people of different
nationalities and religions. It has been populated for thousands of years, and every period
of settlement left its distinct mark. The Old City is the conceptual nucleus of Jerusalem
and impacts all its environs.
which was renovated to meet the
changing needs of the family who lives
there it. An opportunity to hear about the
style of construction that was common
in the lesser known section of Ein Kerem,
where the homes are built on a steep
slope and most of them are new additions
to old buildings.
Fri., Nov. 1st, 14:00-17:00
Open house. Reservations not required.

001 Under the Tiles | 2

10 HaMa'ayan St., Ein Kerem
A glimpse of a magnificent underground
space that was discovered while
excavating beneath a home located
in what used to be the Christian
neighborhood of Ein Kerem. The large
hall that was uncovered includes arched
spaces and wide support beams that
probably date back to the Crusader period.
Fri., Nov. 1st, 10:00-16:00
Open house. Reservations not required.

002 Ein Mor Family Residence |

9 Area A, Ein Kerem
A look at an old and small house with
vaulted ceilings and thick stone walls,
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Meetings: Mary's Spring, Ein Kerem
(11:00), the community garden in the
Yemenite Valley (13:30), across from the
restaurant Karma (15:30)
An exciting initiative undertaken some
local volunteers, who created an
8-kilometer walking path in the heart of
nature that surrounds Ein Kerem. The
tours, led by Ruti Bachar, an Ein Kerem
activist, will leave from three meeting
places and present three sections of the
trail that have different features.
Sat., Nov. 2nd, 11:00 (Mary's Spring),
13:30 (the community garden in the
Yemenite Valley), and 15:30 (across from
the restaurant Karma)
3 open tours. Reservations not required.

005 Who Needs a House? | 3

Meeting: Ein Kerem, next to the spring
A lot of people live in alternative
housing, such as caves, trailers, yachts
and tents. There used to be a makeshift
neighborhood like that in Ein Kerem, and
even today there are some areas populated
by squatters. The tour, led by Pnina Ein Mor
from Ein-Kerem Legend, will pass by some
terraces and point out alternative ways of
living, sparking the question whether being
homeless is likely to be perceived.
Fri., Nov. 1st, 9:00
Open tour for the first 30 people in line.
Reservations not required.

003 The Avishai Family Residence | 5

22 Carmit St., Apt. 9, Ein Kerem
Blueprint and interior design:
Bazelet Architects, 2018
A visit at a five-room penthouse apartment
located in the new residential complex
near the east entrance to Ein Kerem.
The architects will show visitors the
new design they made for what was a
standard apartment, which was adapted
to the needs of its owners – a couple
whose grown children no longer live
at home – and includes carpentry
elements and old restored furniture
belonging to the family.
Sat., Nov. 2nd, 12:00-17:00
Open house. Reservations not required.

006 The House on
Simtat HaFicus | 2

1 Simtat HaFicus, (across from the
parking lot at the entrance to Ein Kerem)
Architecture: Yehudit Green, 1989
A glimpse of the home belonging to the
ceramic artist, Naomi Paynton, which is

To sign up for the advance registration tours: batim.itraveljerusalem.com

009 United Hatzalah | 4 5

007 Muscovia (The Russian
Orthodox Gorny Convent)

Meeting: next to the guard's booth
at the main entrance to Hadassah
Hospital, Ein Kerem
A tour led by Ein-Kerem Legend inside
what used to be the Russian village
Gornensky, known among local Arabs as
Muscovia. The village was established
at the end of the 19th century as a
compound for pilgrims due to its proximity
to a number of holy sites in Ein Kerem.
It consists of three churches - a large
church designed in the Russian Orthodox
style with gold onion-shaped domes, a
chapel, and a place of worship situated
in a cave - a convent, a guesthouse and a
cemetery. Dozens of nuns, pilgrims and a
monk currently live there. The tour will tell
the story behind Muscovia, which sits on
Ein Kerem's breathtaking slope, and talk
about the Light Rail bridge that was built
next to the nun's quarters and threatens
to compromise the reclusive nature of the
convent. Participants are required to wear
modest clothing.
Thu., Oct. 31st, 15:30
Advance reservations required;
the tour is limited to 40 participants.

008 The House on
Shvil HaTzukim | 2

1 Shvil HaTzukim, Ein Kerem
Interior design: Racheli Marty, 2013
A visit at the home of artist, entrepreneur
and interior designer, Racheli Marty, which
also serves as a gallery for her artwork.
Marty will talk about the renovation of
the house that she herself designed and
executed, which included restoration of
the main space that was built about 200
years ago. Entry to the house will be in
groups of 20 every 30 minutes.
Thu., Oct. 31st, 13:00-15:30; Sat., Nov. 2nd,
13:00-15:30
Open house. Reservations not required.

78 Yirmiyahu St. (Waze: 2 Aholiav St.)
A look at the emergency operations
center of United Hatzalah, which will
introduce visitors to this organization
that has treated over three million
people in Israel since its establishment.
It relies on a network of 6,000 volunteers
who have medical training and are
always on call should a medical
emergency occur in the vicinity
of their home. Their main role is to
extend medical assistance until an
ambulance arrives. The sessions will
also include a presentation in the
auditorium about United Hatzalah and
the work it does in Israel, in addition
to an exhibit of the special vehicles
they use, such as the ambucycle
(a motorcycle fitted with first aid,
ambulance-like equipment).
Fri., Nov. 1st, 10:30, 11:30, 12:30 and 13:30
4 open sessions for the first 40 people
in line. Reservations not required.

Illustration by pikisuperstar

built on the village's original olive press
and whose garden still contains the
original ancient millstone. The house also
houses the artist's studio.
Fri., Nov. 1st, 10:00-13:00; Sat., Nov. 2nd,
10:00-13:00
Open house. Reservations not required.

Looking
where to
eat at
the end of
the tour?
COME ENJOY A
VARIETY OF CAFES

AND RESTAURANTS
IN THE AREA
Bobby Burger
100 Herzl Boulevard
Brasserie
15 Hamayan Street

010 Mount Herzl Without Heroes

Meeting: the entrance to the
military cemetery (the lower entrance
to Mount Herzl)
Tours of Israel's National Military
Cemetery led by Roi Offenbacher, the
author of More Than One, Less Than
Two. The two-hour tours will examine
the design of the cemetery as a reflection
of mourning practices in Israel, while
illustrating how military headstones
have undergone revisions as a result
of changes occurring in the collective
memory. Offenbacher will focus on
stories about fallen IDF soldiers, the
circumstances of whose deaths have
been defined as "fell in the line of
duty" or "died while in service." He
will also talk about the politics, the
hierarchy and the exclusion in
Israeli bereavement.
Fri., Nov. 1st, 9:00; Sat., Nov. 2nd, 11:00
2 open tours. Reservations not required.

Restaurants and Hotels info:
www.itraveljerusalem.com

The visits at the buildings and participation in the tours are at the participant's own risk. E&OE

Denia – Coffee in the
Square
102 Herzl Boulevard
Trezoro Ice Cream
25 Hamayan Street
Mole Bar
36 Ein Kerem Street
Ofaimme Farm
19 Beit Hakerem Street
Ein Kerem Inn
9 Hamayan Street
Café Ella
69 Herzog Street
Café Shalva
1 Shalva Road
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011 The City Entrance
Tunnel Project | 1

Meeting: the corner of Shazar St.
and Herzl Blvd.
A joint project of the Ministry of
Transportation, Ministry of Finance,
Israel Land Authority and Jerusalem
Municipality; the works are managed
by Eden – The Jerusalem Center
Development Company, and Moriah
Jerusalem Development Company.
An opportunity to visit the site of the
ongoing underground construction works
at the City Entrance Project and hear from
its managers how it will totally transform
the entrance to Jerusalem. The 90-minute
tours will be in groups of 20 and
participants are asked to arrive 15 minutes
before their reserved tour starts so they
can be advised of the safety instructions.
Participation is contingent on wearing
long pants and closed-back shoes.
Participants will be given safety gear.
Anyone wearing different apparel will not
be allowed to enter the site. Visitors under
the age of 18 must be accompanied by a
parent or another adult authorized by their
parent. Children under the age of 12 will
not be allowed to take part in the tours.
The tours at the construction site are not
accessible to persons with a disability or
gait disturbance. Pregnant women will not
be allowed to enter the tunnels.
Thu., Oct. 31st, 15:00 and 16:30
Advance reservations required; each of
the 2 tours is limited to 15 participants.

The Colonies and Baka
This part of the city began to develop at the end of the 19th century with the
establishment of the German Colony by the Templers. It was built on an area consisting
of one square kilometer, located to the southwest of what was considered Jerusalem
in those days. The German Colony was built in a typical German rural style, made of
local building materials. The construction style adopted by the Templers and the
alignment of the homes along two parallel streets – Derech Beit Lehem and Emek Refaim,
which were crisscrossed by small streets – gave the colony its distinct architectural
look. The major appeal of the area was its location on the road to Bethlehem. That was
why wealthy Arabs were also drawn to this part of the city, who built stately homes in
the Katamon, Baka and Talbieh neighborhoods, as did members of the Greek Orthodox
community, who in 1900 established the Greek Colony to the south of the German Colony.
Talpiot, the last neighborhood founded in this area, was built as a Jewish neighborhood.
It was established during the British Mandate period as a typical "garden city," designed
by the architect Richard Kaufmann based on a plan conceived by the British town
planner, Patrick Geddes.

013 The Penthouse on Deedes
012 Jerusalem Syndrome | 2

Kfar Shaul Mental Health Center, Givat
Shaul; Waze: Kfar Shaul, Jerusalem
Two tours led by Dr. Gadi Lubin, the
director of the Jerusalem Mental Health
Center. Open since 1951, the hospital
operates out of buildings that used to be
part of the Arab village, Deir Yassin (now
Givat Shaul). The tours will recount the
history of the site and pass by the various
buildings in the village that are still intact.
Participants will also be shown some of
the treatment rooms at the hospital.
Fri., Nov. 1st, 12:00 and 13:30
Advance reservations required; each of
the 2 tours is limited to 30 participants.
6 / Open House 2019 / Jerusalem

10 Deedes St., German Colony
Architect (Zoning Plan 38 addition): Zvika
Rosenblum; Interior design and project
management: Jerusalem Design, 2017
A family vacation home located on a
pastoral street. It consists of two floors:
the first includes an open common space
for hosting guests around a large island in
the kitchen, and the second includes the
bedrooms. The design was conceived in
a way that highlights the view which can
be seen from the apartment and makes it
present in each space. Nearly all the items
in the apartment were custom designed
for the owners.
Fri., Nov. 1st, 10:00-15:00
Open house. Reservations not required.

014 Emek Refaim | 2

Meeting: 1 Emek Refaim St.
A tour along Emek Refaim Street, the
main thoroughfare of the German
Colony and the Greek Colony, which
features 150-year-old trees and unique
architectural characteristics. The tour will
focus on the history and the architecture
and also talk about the people who lived
on Emek Refaim in the last century and
left their mark on the street, including
German Templers, Armenians, Palestinians,
Greeks, new immigrants, intellectuals
and artists. The tour will be led by Efrat
Asaf, a tour guide and resident of the
neighborhood.
Fri., Nov. 1st, 14:00
Open tour. Reservations not required.

To sign up for the advance registration tours: batim.itraveljerusalem.com

community. The building was constructed
in 1902 as a club for this small community
and it still serves as a gathering place and
cultural center. The stone structure has a
charming shaded courtyard with alcoves
and places to sit. Guided tours will start
every 30 minutes.
Sat., Nov. 2nd, 10:00-13:00
Open house and open tours.
Reservations not required.

015 Jerusalem's Old
Power Plant | 1 2

Derech Beit Lehem, German Colony
Architect: Benjamin Chaikin, 1928
Guided tours of this historical facility,
which housed Jerusalem's first power
plant. After hearing the story behind its
construction and restoration, visitors will
be able to see the large transformers
installed at the plant, which currently
serves as a substation. Visitors are
required to wear closed-back shoes.
Children under the age of 8 will not be
allowed to enter the transformer room.
Participation in any of the tours is
contingent on presenting an ID card.
Fri., Nov. 1st, 9:00, 10:00, 11:00 and 12:00
Advance reservations required;
4 tours limited to 20 participants.

016 Dr. Efklides's Residence | 2
3 Rachel Imenu St., Greek Colony
Architect: Spyro Houri, early 20th century
This home offers a glimpse of how Greek
Orthodox families lived in Jerusalem at the
beginning of the 20th century. It used to
be the home of Dr. Photias Efklides, a pillar
of the local Greek Orthodox community
and the first director of the municipal
hospital built under Ottoman rule at the
end of the 19th century. The house is
curently a museum that exhibits furniture,
artifacts, and photographs belonging to
the doctor and his family. Guided tours for
groups of 25 will start every 30 minutes.
Sat., Nov. 2nd, 10:00-13:00
Open house. Reservations not required.

020 The Community Garden at
the Natural History Museum | 3 4

018 The Templer Cemetery
and the International Cemetery | 2

41 Emek Refaim St., German Colony
Tours of these two cemeteries concealed
behind a high stone wall on Emek Refaim
Street, led by their caretaker, Miro Aharoni.
He will talk about the people who are
buried there, how they came to the
country, and for what purpose. Among
them are an architect couple by the name
of Amberger, and John Stanley, who after
World War II purchased ships that brought
Jewish refugees from Europe to Israel. Tour
participants will also be shown the largest
fresco in Israel that depicts Biblical stories.
Fri., Nov. 1st, 10:00-16:00; Sat., Nov. 2nd,
10:00-16:00. Guided tours will leave from
the front gate every hour on the hour.
An additional last tour will start on both
days at 15:30.
Open tours. Reservations not required.

The garden can be accessed via the
gate in the parking lot on Hamagid St. in
the German Colony or from the Natural
History Museum
A visit at one of the leading community
gardens in Israel, which serves as a
hub for all the 70 community gardens
in Jerusalem. It is also a center for
community activities dealing with a variety
of topics, such as music, sustainability
and urban agriculture. During the tours,
the people active in the garden will
talk about the projects they initiated
there, including the restoration of an old
ornamental pool, the rehabilitation of an
ancient water cistern, the manufacture of
various products made out of spice plants
and play equipment for children made of
recycled wood, and more.
Sat., Nov. 2nd, 10:00-14:00. Hourlong
guided tours will start at 10:00, 11:00,
12:00 and 13:00.
Open garden. Reservations not required.

021 Museum of Natural History | 2 3

019 Secret Observation Points

Meeting: the entrance to the Orient
Hotel, 3 Emek Refaim St.
A tour led by Adi Arbel of some charming
spots in Jerusalem in the vicinity of
the German Colony and Abu Tor, which
are also special observation points of
Jerusalem and hold historical and urban
importance for the city. The two-hour tour
will end at the First Station complex.
Sat., Nov. 2nd, 14:30
Open tour. Reservations not required.

017 The Greek Community Club | 2
8 Yehoshua Bin Nun St., Greek Colony
Architect: unknown, 1902
An open house and meeting with
members of the local Greek Orthodox

The visits at the buildings and participation in the tours are at the participant's own risk. E&OE

6 Mohilever St., German Colony
Architect: unknown, the 1860's
A visit at the only villa in Jerusalem that
has remained unchanged since the 19th
century and is now home to the Museum
of Natural History. It was built by a wealthy
Armenian merchant named Lazarus Paul
Margharian as an elegant estate for his
family. The house is surrounded by a
large garden – which is currently the
Museum of Natural History's botanical
garden. For a number of years, the house
was the official residence of Jerusalem's
Ottoman and British governors, explaining
why it is replete with relics suggestive of
its previous grandeur. The tours, led by
Valentina Nelin, a sustainable building
consultant, will highlight the special
ecological qualities of the historic building
and compound. She will also touch on
issues associated with their preservation
and the history of the estate.
Sat., Nov. 2nd, 10:00-14:00; guided tours
will be conducted at 11:30 and 12:30
Open house and open tours.
Reservations not required.
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022 The Old City Cable Car

First Station Visitors Center,
4 David Remez St., 2nd floor
Architects: Rosenfeld Arens Architects.
A project initiated by the Jerusalem
Development Authority
An opportunity to become acquainted
with the new cable car that is
supposed to connect the Old City
with the neighborhoods surrounding it.
The presentations made at the Visitors
Center will include a review of the
dramatic changes currently taking
place in Jerusalem's mass transit
system and how the cable car fits in
with them, while at the same time
making use of the third dimension –
aerial transport.
Thu., Oct. 31st, 11:00-18:00; Fri., Nov. 1st,
10:00-14:00
Open presentations.
Reservations not required.

024 The House on Yiftach Street | 2

13 Yiftach St., Baka
Architect: Matti Rosenshine
Architects, 2019
A visit at a new three-story building in the
heart of the Baka neighborhood, whose
design entailed a number of challenges:
finding a way to include four housing
units and an underground parking lot
on the small and triangular lot on which
the building is situated, preserving the
original façade dating back to the 1930's
and incorporating it in the new building,
and conserving most of the trees on the
lot. The tours with the architect Matti
Rosenshine will talk about the building
that was ultimately constructed, with
its telescopic triangular shape that
manages to make maximum use of
the lot's features and blend in
harmoniously with the architectural
language of the neighborhood.
Sat., Nov. 2nd, 10:00, 10:20, 10:40, 11:00
and 11:20
Advance reservations required; each of
the 5 tours is limited to 15 participants.

026 A journey to the
British Mandate Katamon

Meeting: the entrance to Misgav Ladach
Hospital, 27 Hizkiyahu HaMelech St.
Gideon Shilo, a tour guide and a translator,
leads this 90-minute tour. He will trace
the neighborhood of Katamon as it was
during the British Mandate period. The
tour will offer a glimpse of the life in
Katamon until 1948. Shilo will focus on
the vicinity of Yordei Hasira Street and
also talk about the restoration of some
buildings in the neighborhood.
Fri., Nov. 1st, 13:00
Advance reservations required;
the tour is limited to 50 participants.

027 A (Not So) Simple Story | 2

023 The Valley of Hinnom

Meeting: the entrance to the
First Station compound when coming
from David Remez St.
Tours at one of the most beautiful spots
in Jerusalem – an area characterized
by an ancient landscape that is currently
part of a national park that surrounds
the walls of the Old City. The tours will
start at the First Station compound and
review its history, continue from there
to an observation point on Bible Hill,
and then descend down to the Valley
of Hinnom. The valley contains two big
water basins (Sultan's Pool and Mamilla
Pool) as well as a large concentration
of burial caves carved out of rock,
dating back to the days of the First and
Second Temples and the Byzantine
period. According to the writings of
Jewish sages, the Valley of Hinnom is
the entrance to Hell, whereas Christian
tradition believes that it is the site of
the Field of Blood. The 90-minute tours,
which will be led by Talia Cohen from the
City of David, will end at A House in the
Valley, which is a short walk from
the meeting place.
Fri., Nov. 1st, 9:00 and 11:30
2 open tours. Reservations not required.
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025 A Home in Baka
(The Felson Family Residence) | 2

4 Shmaya St.
The original house was built between
1911 and 1914: New house architect: David
Abergel, 2019
A visit at a home that was added on to an
old building in the German Colony. Some
of the original elements were preserved,
such as the shell walls, the layouts of the
two original floors, the water well, the
arch-shaped windows and the location
of the stairwell. The house illustrates how
contemporary architecture adapted to
modern living can blend in harmoniously
with the old parts of the building and
create a home whose historical layers can
be clearly identified. During the visits, the
tour guide Efrat Campagnano-Felson, who
owns the house, will talk about the history
of the building. Visitors will not be able to
access the second floor.
Thu., Oct. 31st, 10:00-13:00 and
15:00-17:00
Entry to the house will be in groups of 10.
Reservations not required.

Agnon House, 16 Klausner St., Talpiot
Architect: Fritz Korenberg, 1931; Historic
restoration architects: Salmah MilsonArad and Avner Simon, 2007-2008
What role did women play in the homes
of famous people in Israel and around the
world in the 20th century, and what
place did women have in the life of Shai
Agnon, in particular? Prof. Vered VinitzkySeroussi, the former dean of the Faculty
of Social Sciences at the Hebrew
University, will open this visit at Agnon
House with a lecture on gender in house
museums, after which there will be a
guided tour of the home of the author and
Nobel Laureate in Literature, Shai Agnon.
The tour, led by the Agnon House staff,
will recount the story behind the
construction of the house and add some
details from Agnon's biography, while
highlighting how the theme of home is
conveyed in his works.
Thu., Oct. 31st, a lecture between 17:00
and 17:30, followed by a tour of the
house at 17:30
Open lecture and tour for the first 30
people in line. Reservations not required.

To sign up for the advance registration tours: batim.itraveljerusalem.com

028 Gazelle Park | 3 4

Meeting: in the park's main parking lot;
the entrance is from Shahal St. next to
the fire house
Building architects: Weinstein Vaadia
Architects; Landscape architecture:
Rachel Wiener Landscape Architects
Come and get acquainted with Gazelle
Park, the largest urban nature site in
Jerusalem. The tours will recount the story
behind the park, including the campaign
waged by local residents and the planning
process that was spearheaded by the
public. Additionally, participants will be
able to observe the gazelle herd that is
currently being rehabilitated. The hourlong
tours will be led by members of the
planning team and staff from the Society
for the Protection of Nature in Israel.
Fri., Nov. 1st, 10:00 (the tour is also
suitable for English speakers);
Sat., Nov. 2nd, 10:00
2 open tours. Reservations not required.

029 Ein Haniya | 2 3

Meeting: the entrance to the site, next to
the road connecting Ein Yael and Gilo
A project initiated and executed by the
Israel Antiquities Authority. Management
and funding: Jerusalem Development
Authority. A project in cooperation with
the Israel Nature and Parks Authority.
Landscape architecture: Iris Tal
Goldberg, from Raviv-Tal Environmental
Architecture; Architect: Avi Mashiach,
Israel Antiquities Authority, 2018
An opportunity to become acquainted
with this beautiful spring (currently dry),
which is one of a number of springs
located in Nahal Refaim National Park,
as well as the pastoral compound
surrounding it. The spring is situated in
an important archaeological site (Saint
Philip) that began to evolve in the First
Temple period. The tours, led by the
landscape architect, Iris Tal Goldberg,
the Jerusalem district planner at the
Israel Nature and Parks Authority, Zeev
Hacohen, and the archaeologist, Dr. Yuval
Baruch, will provide explanations about
the area, the ancient water systems, the
rare archaeological findings that were
uncovered, the farming methods that

030 The Water Pool | 1

70 HaPisga St., Bayit VeGan
A guided tour of the Gihon facility in the
Bayit VeGan neighborhood, including a
look at the largest covered water reservoir
in the country, which extends across an
area of 2 acres and can store 13,000 cubic
meters of water. Visitors will also hear
about the workings of Jerusalem's water
system. Please note: when signing up for
the tour, every prospective participant
must provide his/her ID number.
Thu., Oct. 31st, 9:00, 10:00, 11:00, 12:00,
13:00 and 14:00
Advance reservations required; each of
the 6 tours is limited to 10 participants.

031 Behind the Scenes at
Shaare Zedek Hospital

Meeting: 12 Shmuel Beyth St., 4th floor
lobby next to the main entrance
A rare opportunity to tour sections of the
hospital that are normally not accessible
to the public and become acquainted
with the complex logistical systems in
place at the medical center: the heating/
cooling facility that regulates the hospital's
air conditioning and water systems, the
central sterile supply department where
sterilized instruments are processed for
the 30,000 surgical procedures performed
annually, the pharmacy storerooms and
robot, the automated lab test system,
the computerized control room that
distributes electricity to all the units in the
hospital, and the emergency preparedness
system for dealing with unconventional
terrorist attacks. The 90-minute tours will
be led by Gadi Ilan, the director of the
Logistics and Engineering Division, and
a representative from the Public Affairs
Department. Free parking is available in
the lot adjacent to the hospital.
Fri., Nov. 1st, 10:00 and 12:00
2 open tours for the first 50 people
in line. Reservations not required.

The visits at the buildings and participation in the tours are at the participant's own risk. E&OE

Illustration by pikisuperstar

developed at the site in different periods
and the development works that were
carried out to reconstruct the spring.
Thu., Oct. 31st, 13:00 and 14:30; Fri., Nov.
1st, 10:30 and 12:00
4 open tours for the first 50 people in
line. Reservations not required.

Looking
where to
eat at
the end of
the tour?
COME ENJOY A
VARIETY OF CAFES
AND RESTAURANTS
IN THE AREA

Ben Ami Hamoshava
38 Emek Refaim Street
Vaniglia Ice Cream
David Remez St., Railway
Station
Muslin Ice Cream
10 Hanessiim Street
Doron Felafel
2 Rachel Imenu Street
Itzik’s Place
33 Bethlehem Road
Hayouka Bepita
51 Emek Refaim Street
Tommy’s
David Remez St., Railway
Station
Cohen’s Deli
24 Hezkiyahu Hamelech
Street
Bread and More
35 Emek Refaim Street
Talbiye Restaurant
5 Chopin Street
Ofaimme Café and Farm
Store – Beit Hansen
14 Gedalyahu Alon St.
Buchman’s Pizza
103 Hebron Road
Kahlo
1 Bethlehem Road
Café Michael
26 Halamed Heh Street
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buildings in the city, including the YMCA,
King David Hotel, Palace Hotel, Rex Cinema
and the old post office on Jaffa Road. The
compound is also known as Churchill
House because in 1941 it served as a
convalescent home for British soldiers.
Since 1962, the lower section of the
building has functioned as a synagogue,
used by the Har-El Reform community. The
visit also includes a look at the building's
original furnace room, with a 120-year-old
wood stove still intact. In addition, visitors
will receive an explanation about the
synagogue and its Judaica objects. Please
note: access to the furnace room is via
narrow and steep stairs.
Thu., Oct. 31st, 17:00-20:00; Sat., Nov. 2nd,
12:30-17:00; brief guided tours will start
every 30 minutes
Open house. Reservations not required.

Downtown Jerusalem – West of Jaffa Gate
This part of the city developed at the beginning of the 20th century and, in particular,
during the British Mandate period (when maritime trade grew in importance), all along
the transportation route leading to the coastal plain and Jaffa Port – which explains the
origin of Jaffa Road's name. This is the most urbanized part of the city thanks to the British
Mandate plan that produced wide streets lined with five-story buildings and shops on the
ground floor. The busy and bustling city center still relies on this infrastructure. British
Mandate construction linked previously established neighborhoods that were dispersed
in the area, such as Musrara and Nachlaot, forming an unbroken urban stretch. HaNevi'im
Street is characterized by imposing buildings and institutions, including churches,
consulates and hospitals, that were situated in the wealthy 'hinterland' of the main
commercial street (Jaffa Road).
which examines how Bauhaus flourished
in pre-State Israel at the beginning of the
20th century. The lecture is being held
in cooperation with the Department of
Architecture at the Bezalel Academy of
Arts and Design.
Thu., Oct. 31st, 18:00
Open lecture. Reservations not required.

032 Modernism in Flux | 2 5

Bezalel Department of Architecture
Auditorium, Bezalel building, 1 Bezalel St.
Although Bauhaus and the White City
are usually associated with Tel Aviv, the
International Style of architecture in the
1920's-1940's was no less prevalent in
Jerusalem, Haifa and kibbutz settlements.
It also produced unique local features
in every location. This lecture by Prof.
Ronny Schüler from the Bauhaus School in
Weimar, Germany will provide an overview
of this fascinating architectural style of
modernism that evolved in pre-State Israel
during the British Mandate period. He will
also talk about the research presented
in his book The Transfer of Modernity
(co-edited with Prof. Jörg Stabenow),
10 / Open House 2019 / Jerusalem

034 Bezalel Hotel | 2 5

1 Mesilat Yesharim St.
Architects: Bitman Ben-Tzur Architects;
Interior design: Studio Mu, 2017
Guided tours of this boutique hotel
that is part of the Atlas Hotels chain. It
is situated in an old building located
at the intersection of Bezalel and Ben
Yehuda Streets, next to one of the main
thoroughfares of Jerusalem in the early
20th century. During the tours, participants
will hear about the architectural challenge
faced by the people who designed the
hotel – namely, how to design a hotel in an
old building in a way that meets presentday standards. They will also be shown
works by contemporary Israeli artists
that have been incorporated in the hotel,
whose themes deal with Jerusalem. The
tours will conclude with a scenic view
from the roof of the building.
Thu., Oct. 31st, 12:00-16:00; Fri., Nov. 1st,
12:00-16:00; Sat., Nov. 2nd, 12:00-16:00
(the last tours start at 16:00)
Open tours every hour on the hour
for the first 10 people in line.
Reservations not required.

033 Kehilat Har-El House |

16 Shmuel HaNagid St.
A visit at a stone building that was
constructed in stages starting at the
end of the 19th century. It was originally
occupied by the family of Joseph Pascal
Albina, a Christian Arab developer and
businessman who opened an Arab-Jewish
construction company in Jerusalem.
The company built a number of famous

035 Jerusalem Aluminum

Mesilat Yesharim Parking Lot, 16 Mesilat
Yesharim St. (next to Beit Mazia)
Ytav Boushira, who is a partner at
DY-Common Planning and serves as

To sign up for the advance registration tours: batim.itraveljerusalem.com

programming director of the Urban Design
Center – The Model House, will present
the highly unusual and visibly prominent
project that his firm designed for covering
an automated parking facility in downtown
Jerusalem. During the sessions, Boushira
will talk about the ideas and needs that
drove the design process, which included
a critical examination of the different uses
of Jerusalem stone today. It resulted in
a structure consisting of 780 aluminum
triangles suspended on the facades,
reminiscent of traditional masonry.
Fri., Nov. 1st, 15:00 and 15:30
2 open sessions.
Reservations not required.

into a museum in 1925 and remained as
such until the Israel Museum was built, at
which time its collections were transferred
to the new museum and formed the
core of its collections. Since the middle
of the 1960's, the building has housed
the Association of Jerusalem Artists and
Sculptors. The ground floor features an
exhibition of historic works dating back
to the Bezalel period (Ze'ev Raban, Haviv
Sasson) as well as an interactive display.
Fri., Nov. 1st, 11:30
Open tour. Reservations not required.

038 Cinema Hostel | 5
036 Schatz House |

3 Bezalel St.
Architect: unknown, 1908-1915
A glimpse of the compound where
members of the Schatz family worked
and lived in the 20th century. It was
located next to the Bezalel School of
Arts and Crafts, which was founded by
the head of the family, Prof. Boris Schatz.
Besides Boris Schatz, the compound was
home to his wife, Olga Pavzner, and their
children Bezalel and Zahara (who later
received the Israel Prize for art). It also
housed the family's private studio. Over
the years, other artists took up residence
there, including Ze'ev Raban and Mordecai
Ardon. The tours, led by Jimmy Levinson
who is a scion of the family and the
executor of the estate, will include a brief
explanation about the compound, a tour of
the house, and a look at some of the works
created by the family.
Thu., Oct. 31st, 16:30 (in English), 17:15 and
18:00; Fri., Nov. 1st, 9:00 (in English), 9:45,
10:30, 11:15, 12:00, 12:45, and 13:30
Advance reservations required; each of
the 10 tours is limited to 20 participants

037 Jerusalem Artists House | 5

12 Shmuel HaNagid St.
A tour with the guide, Nir Ortal, dealing
with the history of the building, which was
constructed by the Ottomans in 1890 as
an orphanage. It was purchased in 1908 by
the Jewish National Fund for the Bezalel
School of Arts and Crafts, which was
founded by Boris Schatz. It was converted

4 Shamai St.
Renovation and conversion architect:
Liat Argaman, 2018
A glimpse of a recently opened hotel
situated in a building that used to house
the Orion movie theater in downtown
Jerusalem. It was built in 1938, inspired
by Radio City Music Hall in New York. The
30-minute tours will point out the changes
and adjustments that were made in order
to convert the building into a modern
hotel, while at the same time preserving
the old building's structural elements.
Fri., Nov. 1st, 11:00, 11:45 and 12:30
Advance reservations required; each of
the 3 tours is limited to 15 participants.

039 Italian Jewry House
(Schmidt House) | 2 5

25 Hillel St.
Architect: Theodor Sandel, 1886-1887
The building was built by the German
Catholic Society of the Holy Land as a
hostel for pilgrims and a school for girls,
designed in a Neo-Gothic style that also
incorporates Renaissance elements. It
currently houses the Museum of Italian
Jewish Art and the ancient Conegliano
Synagogue, which was brought here
from Italy in 1951. The visit includes the
Museum's permanent exhibition and the
exquisite ancient synagogue. The guided
tours will also include the decorated hall
in the building.
Thu., Oct. 31st, 12:00-19:00 (open house);
guided tours at 16:00 and 17:00
Open house and 2 open tours for the
first 30 people in line. Reservations
not required.

The visits at the buildings and participation in the tours are at the participant's own risk. E&OE

040 The Hanging Gardens
of Jerusalem | 3

Meeting: the entrance to the David
Citadel Hotel, 7 David HaMelech St.
A two-and-a-half tour with Yisrael Galon,
the Head of the Flowers and Flora
Engineering Division at the Ministry of
Agriculture, that will focus on the rooftop
gardens and container gardens in Kfar
David, Beit Shmuel and Yemin Moshe. The
tour will end at the rooftop garden on the
YMCA building.
Thu., Oct. 31st, 17:00
Advance reservations required;
the tour is limited to 50 participants.

041 Graffiti in Mamilla

Meeting: the entrance to Mamilla Mall
when coming from Shlomo HaMelech St.,
next to the jewelry store Pandora
How does Jerusalem stone affect graffiti
in the city? How does the street art
scene in Jerusalem differ from the ones in
other cities in Israel? Which Tel Aviv and
Haifa street artists have created works in
Jerusalem, and which pair of Jerusalem
artists are considered the hottest names
in this form of artwork? A 90-minute tour
led by Shahar Bin Nun from Alternative Art
Tours, who will describe the broad, rich
and diverse field of urban art in the city.
Thu., Oct. 31st, 18:00
Advance reservations required;
the tour is limited to 30 participants.

042 Bauhaus at 100:
The Jerusalem Version | 2

Meeting: next to the lamppost in Gan
HaSus (Horse Garden), 24 King George St.
To what extent did the German Bauhaus
School have an effect on the building style
in Jerusalem in the years prior to World
War II? The tour will be led by Shlomo
Jerusalem / Open House 2018 / 11

Cesana, who is a journalist, tour guide and
expert on Jerusalem associated with MLJ.
He will review the architectural history of
Jerusalem and the influence that various
populations and conquerors had on the
buildings in the city. He will focus on the
downtown area and Rehavia neighborhood
and point out buildings from the 1930's,
and talk about the prominent architects
who worked in the city.
Fri., Nov. 1st, 10:00; Sat., Nov. 2nd, 10:00
and 17:00
Advance reservations required; each of
the 3 tours is limited to 35 participants.
To sign up: 054-674-2065

embedded in the building. Participants
will also be able to see the underground
chapel and get a glimpse of the new
underground sports center, the largest
sports center in the Middle East.
Thu., Oct. 31st, 16:00 and 17:30
Advance reservations required; each of
the 2 tours is limited to 40 participants.

047 The HaMa'aravim
Neighborhood: A Little-Known
Chapter in the History
of Jerusalem

045 The YMCA Field
with Hapoel Katamon

043 Hebrew Union College | 5

13 David HaMelech St.
Architects: Heinz Rau, 1963;
Moshe Safdie, 1985
Come and see Jerusalem architecture
at its finest. The campus boasts of a
modernist building designed by Heinz Rau
and a later wing added by Moshe Safdie.
The later wing features a succession of
small structures situated around inner
patios, offering their own interpretation
of traditional Jerusalem construction.
The campus serves a seminary where
rabbis, cantors and educators belonging
to the Reform Movement in Israel and
abroad receive training. It also houses an
archaeological museum, a library, and a
synagogue that is open on Sabbaths and
Jewish holidays.
Sat., Nov. 2nd, 13:00-16:00
30-minute guided tours for the first 40
people in line will start at 13:00, 14:00
and 15:00.
Open house and open tours.
Reservations not required.

044 The YMCA Building | 2 5

26 David HaMelech St.
Architect: Arthur Loomis Harmon, 1933
Come and get acquainted with one of the
most impressive colonial buildings in the
city, hear about the history of this beautiful
structure that was designed by one of the
architects of the Empire State Building,
and view the frescos and ceilings that
decorate its various spaces. The hourlong
tours will focus on motifs associated
with the three major religions that are
12 / Open House 2019 / Jerusalem

Meeting: the entrance to the YMCA,
26 David HaMelech St.
The legendary YMCA soccer field – a
heritage site in the eyes of every fan
– is also an intensive urban space that
contains community life and real estate
development processes. The 90-minute
tours led by Tamar Shilo, a tour guide
and member of the Hapoel Katamon
Association, will talk about all of the above
as well as the unique folklore associated
with local soccer, the social struggles, the
politics, and the songs sung by fans.
Fri., Nov. 1st, 8:30; Sat., Nov. 2nd, 16:00
2 open tours. Reservations not required.

046 From the YMCA
to Nahalat Shiva

Meeting: the entrance to the YMCA,
26 David HaMelech St.
A circle tour with the guide Cila Gera,
which will recount the story of this part
of Jerusalem that extends across an area
of just 1 square kilometer. For generations,
it has been associated with well-known
figures, such as Herod, al-Din Aydughdi alKubaki, David ben Shimon ("Tzuf Devash")
and others. It is also home to some of
the most imposing buildings in the city,
including the YMCA and Waldorf Astoria,
and a cluster of historical sites: a cemetery
dating back to the Mamluk period, a
2,000-year-old pool, the second Jewish
neighborhood built outside the Old City
walls, and more. The three-hour tour will
focus on the history, the people and the
interests connected with the buildings
and the sites, which are located between
the YMCA tower and Nahalat Shiva
neighborhood.
Sat., Nov. 2nd, 10:00
Advance reservations required;
the tour is limited to 50 participants.

Meeting: the Agron St. entrance to
Independence Park (across from the
American Consulate)
Tzipi Ron, an environmental activist and
a recipient of Jerusalem's Distinguished
Citizen Award, will be leading this tour.
It will first pass through Independence
Park, the Muslim cemetery and Mamilla
Pool and continue from there to the
HaMa'aravim neighborhood – also known
as Mahane Israel – which is a small
and unusual neighborhood concealed
between Agron Street and David
HaMelech Street. During the two-hour
tour, Ron will talk about the special design
of the neighborhood and stop at some of
its interesting buildings.
Fri., Nov. 1st, 12:00
Open tour. Reservations not required.

048 The David Amar
Worldwide North Africa
Jewish Heritage Center | 5

16 David HaMelech St.
(in the courtyard, the entrance
is located between the buildings)
Architect: Lotan Rothman;
Atrium design: Eli Moyal (Morocco), 2010
Malka Eliyahu-Kosovitch will be leading
45-minute tours of the Center, whose
expansion project actively involved expert
artisans from Morocco. The crowning
feature of the building is its atrium,
designed in a Spanish-Moorish style
characteristic of Moroccan architecture.
The 20-meter high structure also boasts of
plaster decorations and wood carvings.
Thu., Oct. 31st, 9:30 and 10:30
Advance reservations required; each of
the 2 tours is limited to 50 participants.

To sign up for the advance registration tours: batim.itraveljerusalem.com

behind the decision to move outside the
walls, including the mystical-messianic
worldview that Rivlin adopted and worked
according to. The hourlong tour will
trace Rivlin's mystical-messianic map and
present some of the texts he wrote as well
as texts that helped form his views.
Sat., Nov. 2nd, 15:30
Open tour. Reservations not required.

049 Patha Decarta
(The City Opening)

Meeting: 44 King George St.
next to Beit Avi Chai
A tour led by the architect Shmuel
Nemet, which is a continuation of a
seminar paper he wrote when studying
at Bezalel. It will focus on Yosef Rivlin
(1838-1886), whose roots can be traced
to family members who were students
of the Vilna Gaon. Rivlin was a driving
force behind the establishment of many
of the Jewish neighborhoods built outside
the Old City walls in the 19th century.
Nemet will talk about the hidden motives

051 The New Jerusalem:
Ben-Zvi Institute Compound

14 Ibn Gabirol St., Rehavia
Valero House and Pioneer Women
House architects: Yehoshua Salant
and Genia Averbuch, 1923-1950;
Renovation and wing addition to the
Pioneer Women House: Ada Karmi
Architects, 2011; Kuzari Garden: the
architects Richard Kaufmann, 1922, and
Meir Victor, 1953; Conservation and
restoration: Rachelle Wiener Landscape
& Architecture, 2018
Tours and lectures at The New
Jerusalem – a cultural and historical
heritage compound located at the BenZvi Institute - which operates in a historic
space and is a venue for contemporary
creative works made of past materials.
During Open Houses Weekend, exhibits
and special artifacts will be on display
at the compound, ranging from the
Balfour Declaration (November 2, 1917)
to materials produced in first decade
of the State of Israel. For the first time,
gifts received by Yitzhak Ben-Zvi will
be on display In the President's Shack.
They have been documented as part
of the "Eretz Hefetz" project, which
registers heritage treasures found in
small collections and museums. Those

wall and used to be an orphanage and
a school. The visits will include the
different sections of the French Catholic
monastery: the chapel, library, inner hall,
tower and courtyard. The monastery was
founded by Alphonse Ratisbonne, a French
Jew who converted to Christianity. The
tours (conducted in English) will be led
by monks who study at the monastery.
Guided tours will leave from the main
entrance every 30 minutes, with the last
tour starting at 15:30.
Sat., Nov. 2nd, 10:00-16:00
Open tours. Reservations not required.

050 Ratisbonne Monastery |

26 Shmuel Hanagid St.
Architect: M. Doumet, 1876-1897
A chance to see the Ratisbonne Monastery,
an intriguing building with a Baroque
façade that is concealed behind a stone

artifacts are testimony of stories, people
and historic events. 9:00-10:30: From
Promise to Redemption: tours and gallery
talks dealing with preservation and
memory held at different locations in the
compound, conducted by the curators
of the "Eretz Hefetz" project: Dina
Grossman, Shahar Kalman, Galit Shaul
and Dr. Nirit Shalev-Khalifa.
Fri., Nov. 1st, 9:00-13:30
Open house and open tours.
Reservations not required.

053 A Spot in the Neighborhood

Meeting: Giraffe Garden, 25 Ramban St.,
next to the kiosk
Tsafrir Ariel, a Rehavia resident, leads
this tour that will present the "Spot in
the Neighborhood" project. It was part
of the placemaking initiative carried out
in cooperation with the City Gardens
Community Administration, Eden-The
Jerusalem Development Company, and the
DY architecture firm. The project aims to
preserve and put a spotlight on stories,
works of art, alleyways and gravesites
in the neighborhood. The tour will pass
next to signs on a number of streets:
Ramban, Alfasi, Afodi, Rashba, Sa'adia
Gaon, MiTudela and Gaza. Participants
will be given a map which they can use
to get around the sites on their own. The
90-minute tour will end at Ticho Garden
on 44 Gaza Street.
Sat., Nov. 2nd, 13:00
Open tour. Reservations not required.

052 Women Architects in
Jerusalem During the British
Mandate Period

Meeting: Ben-Zvi Institute, 14 Ibn
Gabirol St., Rehavia, on the main lawn
A tour led by Nir Ortal, the director of
the photograph archive at the Ben-Zvi
Institute, which will focus on the women
architects who worked in Jerusalem
during the British Mandate period. A
special focus will be placed on Genia
Averbuch, who designed the Pioneer
Women House, the story of Rachel Yanait,
and the role and status of women in the
Zionist movement and pre-State Israel.
Fri., Nov. 1st, 9:30
Advance reservations required;
the tour is limited to 40 participants.

The visits at the buildings and participation in the tours are at the participant's own risk. E&OE

054 A Rehavia Salon | 2 3

Meeting: the Kuzari Garden gate
on 12 Abarbanel St.
A tour with the landscape architect,
Rachelle Wiener, and the architect, Or
Kahane, who designed, conserved and
restored the garden originally designed
by the architect Richard Kaufmann.
Sections of that garden later became the
President's Garden, which was designed
by Meir Victor. Following renovations,
the garden was recently reopened to the
neighborhood's residents and visitors.
Fri., Nov. 1st, 13:30
Open tour. Reservations not required.
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055 Urban Renewal
in Historic Districts | 2

Meeting: the corner of Diskin St.
and Keren Kayemet St.
A tour led by the architect Marla Haber
Goldstein, who specializes in restoring
old buildings and neighborhoods. The
tour is based on research she conducted
while studying for a M.A. degree in
Architecture and Town Planning at the
Technion. The research dealt with the
restoration of neighborhoods in historic
districts and focused on residential
neighborhoods in Jerusalem as a case
study. The two-hour tour will pass
through the Rehavia and Sha'arei Hesed
neighborhoods, where Haber Goldstein
will talk about their original plans, changes
that were made to them over the years,
and additions to buildings designated as
historical landmarks.
Sat., Nov. 2nd, 10:30
Open tour. Reservations not required.

057 Extreme Minimalism | 5

38 Ben Maimon Blvd., 4th floor
Architects: Ollech + Tol, 2019
A visit at a 220 m2 apartment, whose
layout creates a clear separation between
the private spaces used by the 7-member
family who live there and the common
spaces where many guests are hosted.
The apartment's design relies on two main
materials – wood and a white surface
(marble or paint) – which cover the walls
and systems and produce partitions,
passageways and hidden spaces and
envelop the home with a warm and
harmonious feeling.
Fri., Nov. 1st, 10:00-15:00; Entry to
the apartment will be in groups of 20
every 20 minutes.
Open house. Reservations not required.

059 Schocken Library | 2

6 Balfour St., Rehavia
Architect: Erich Mendelsohn, 1936
Tours of a building designed by the
architect Erich Mendelsohn, which
is considered one of Jerusalem's
architectural masterpieces. The 30-minute
tours will be led by the architect Noam
Seri from the Ben Zvi Institute, who
will talk about the architecture of the
building which was designed as library
for Salman Schocken. Participants will
also get a rare glimpse of the beginning
of the industrialization period in pre-State
Israel, when each item in the building was
designed by the architect himself. The
building currently houses a library open
to the public as well as a Jewish Studies
research institute.
Fri., Nov. 1st, 9:00, 9:45 and 10:30
Advance reservations required; each of
the 3 tours is limited to 35 participants.

058 Levi Eshkol's Home | 1 2 5
056 Eli Amir's Rehavia

Meeting: will be provided when signing
up for the tour
A tour of Rehavia that will look at the
neighborhood through the eyes of Eli
Amir's new book, Bicycle Boy. The story,
which takes place in the 1950's and 1960's,
revolves around the protagonist Nuri, a
sixteen-year-old boy and new immigrant
from Baghdad – whose character is based
on Amir. Nuri is sent to Jerusalem by his
father ahead of the rest of the family so he
can lay the groundwork for their settling
there as well. The tour, led by the guide
Nurit Basel, will focus on the Jerusalem
that Nuri gets to know – the streets, the
buildings and the people.
Advance reservations required; the tour
is limited to 35 participants. To sign up
call: 052-396-8893.
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46 Ben Maimon Blvd., Rehavia
Architect: Benjamin Chaikin, 1933
Guided tours of this house that was
originally built for Julius Jacobs, the deputy
governor of Jerusalem during the British
Mandate period, and his family. Designed
in the International Style, the exterior
walls of the building are covered with
plaster and not stone, which is unusual for
Jerusalem. The design also incorporates
local motifs such as arches. Between 1950
and 1974, it served as the official Prime
Minister's Residence and was home to
David Ben Gurion, Levi Eshkol and Golda
Meir (Golda's famous kitchen was located
here). In 1977, it was handed over to Yad
Levi Eshkol, a nonprofit organization that
commemorates the life and work of the
former Israeli Prime Minister. After being
unoccupied for more than 40 years, the
building underwent extensive renovation
and restoration. .
Fri., Nov. 1st, at 10:00 and 11:15 – tours
about the history of the house led
by Pazit Schweid, the director of the
Communities and Urban Activities
Department at SPNI; at 12:30 - a tour
dealing with the restoration of the
building, by the preservation architect,
Moshe Shapira.
3 open tours for the first 40 people
in line. Reservations not required.

060 The Little One
from Gaza Street |

58 Gaza St., Apt. 8, 3rd floor (no elevator)
Architect: Pinhas Kravel, 1960; Interior
design: One to One Design Studio, 2019
A glimpse of a 53 m2 apartment in a 1960's
building that was renovated from top to
bottom. From an apartment consisting of
2½ small rooms, whose layout was typical
at the time of its construction, it was
converted into a 3-room apartment with
an open shared living space, designed in a
Scandinavian style that its owner loves.
Fri., Nov. 1st, 10:00-14:00
Open house. Reservations not required.

061 Behind the Fence | 3

Meeting: 21 Jabotinsky St., Talbieh
Yisrael Galon, the Head of the Flowers and
Flora Engineering Division at the Ministry

To sign up for the advance registration tours: batim.itraveljerusalem.com

of Agriculture, leads this two-hour tour
that will explore private gardens in the
Talbieh neighborhood, their characteristic
vegetation and their contribution to the
urban landscape and beauty of the city.
Sat., Nov. 2nd, 9:30
Advance reservations required; the tour
is limited to 20 participants.

062 Inbal Hotel | 5

3 Jabotinsky St.
Architect: Yacov Rechter, 1983; Addition
and renovated building architect:
Michael Schwartz & Associates, 20112019; Interior design: Michael Azulay,
Michael Schwartz & Associates
Tours of this iconic building designed
by the late Yacov Rechter, a recipient of
the Israel Prize for architecture, which
exemplifies a modern interpretation of
traditional Jerusalem architecture. Led
by the architect Michael Schwartz, the
tours will explain how the architectural
language created by Rechter has also
been incorporated in both the new
and recently renovated sections of the
hotel, which include interior and exterior
common areas and a new two-story wing
consisting of 52 rooms and suites.
Thu., Oct. 31st, 15:00 and 16:30
2 open tours for the first 20 people in
line. Reservations not required.

063 Jerusalem by Bike

First section meeting place:
the windmill in Mishkenot Sha'ananim
Second section meeting place:
Allenby Square, Romema
Third section meeting place:
the main entrance to Beit HaHayal, 3
David Shaltiel St.
A bike tour along the new path that is part
of the future Milton Gottesman bike path,
which will create an uninterrupted path
starting at the First Station and continuing
from there to the Malcha train station,
entrance to the city, the Old City, and back
from there to the First Station. The tours
will be held on three sections of the path:
the first – between Yemin Moshe and Beit
Safafa; the second – between the entrance
to the city and the Old City; and the third –
on the new section of the path – between
Nachlaot and Givat Mordechai. The tours

will include explanations about the major
neighborhoods, gardens and buildings
that the tour will pass by. Milton's Way
was planned and paved at the initiative
of the Jerusalem Development Authority
and designed by Yair Avigdor Landscape
Architecture and Urban Design. It was
donated by the Gottesman Fund and
funded by the Ministry of Transportation
and Ministry of Jerusalem and Heritage,
carried out by Moriah. The 90-minute tours,
which are of moderate difficulty, will be led
by Yoni Lipnik – a tour guide and seasoned
cyclist. Participants should come equipped
with a bike in good condition, a helmet,
at least two liters of water, and an energy
bar or fruit. Participation in the tour is at
the cyclists' own risk. Please arrive at the
meeting place around 15 minutes before
the tour starts for logistical arrangements.
Thu., Oct. 31st, 14:00; Fri., Nov. 1st, 11:00,
13:00 and 15:00; Sat., Nov. 2nd, 13:00
and 15:00
Advance reservations required; each of
the 6 tours is limited to 25 cyclists.

064 The Home of the Artist
Birgitta Yavari-Ilan

30 Tura St., Yemin Moshe
Architect: unknown, 1860; Building
addition: the architect Lev Stern, 1979
A visit at one of the original Mishkenot
Sha'ananim homes that overlooks the
walls of the Old City. A wing was added
to it after the Swedish artist and author,
Birgitta Yavari-Ilan, made it her home in
the 1970's. The visit includes a short tour of
the house, which is filled with traditional
Swedish furniture and artifacts, as well as
Birgitta's own paintings. Visitors will also
get to meet the artist, who is known for
her love for Israel. Entry to the house will
be in groups of 25 every thirty minutes.
Fri., Nov. 1st, 10:00-13:00; Sat., Nov. 2nd,
17:00-20:00
Open house. Reservations not required.

and gravesites that were used by different
peoples and denominations in different
generations. The tour will start at Ketef
Hinnom (next to the Menachem Begin
Heritage Center), continue from there
to the Karaite cemetery and return via
the Valley of Hinnom. The two-hour tour
will be led by Adi Arbel, the director of
the Civil Society Forum and founder of
the Daily Jerusalem Recommendation
Facebook page.
Sat., Nov. 2nd, 10:30
Open tour. Reservations not required.

066 The Jerusalem
House of Quality | 2 5

12 Derech Hevron
Architect: Clifford Holliday, 1925
Tours of this historical building which
overlooks the Old City walls and Mount
Zion. It used to be an annex of the St. John
Eye Hospital that was run by an order of
British knights (now the Mount Zion Hotel).
The tours will recount the annals of the
building, including the courtyard designed
like an Arab inn with a fountain, the room
decorated with 90-year-old original
Armenian tiles, and cryptic coats of arms
of British aristocracy. Tour participants
will also visit the studios of the artisans
working there today, who will demonstrate
ancient and modern jewelry-making
techniques. The tours will conclude with
a guided view of the Old City walls and
the Yemin Moshe neighborhood from the
building's rooftop.
Thu., Oct. 31st, 10:00-18:00; Fri., Nov. 1st,
10:00-17:00; Sat., Nov. 2nd, 10:00-18:00.
Guided tours will start every hour on
the hour until 17:00 on Thursday and
Saturday and until 16:00 on Friday.
Open house. Reservations not required.

067 From a Lepers' House
to a Creators' House | 2 5
065 Jerusalem's Necropolis

Meeting: the entrance to the Begin
Heritage Center, 6 S.U. Nahon St.
An opportunity to hear about the history
of ancient Jerusalem as seen through
its necropolis (city of the dead), which
encompasses it like a ring of cemeteries

The visits at the buildings and participation in the tours are at the participant's own risk. E&OE

The Hansen Center for Design, Media and
Technology, 14 Gedaliah Alon St., Talbieh
Architect: Conrad Schick, 1887
An open house at Hansen House, which
until the year 2000 served as a refuge
for people with Hansen's disease (also
known as leprosy), remaining off limits to
visitors from the outside and shrouded in
mystery. It was reopened in 2013 following
Jerusalem / Open House 2018 / 15
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renovation and restoration works and is
now a design, multimedia and technology
center. It is also home to groups of artists
and designers as well as advanced degree
programs offered by the Bezalel Academy
of Arts and Design. During Open Houses
weekend, visitors will be able to see the
revamped exhibition that traces the
history of Hansen House from its original
facility built at the end of the 19th century
to its present function as a cultural center.
The walls of the space feature a timeline
that highlights the numerous changes in
the fields of medicine, society and culture
that have occurred in the compound over
the period of a century. The exhibition
includes original pieces of furniture,
personal items that belonged to patients
and medical equipment that was left
behind after the hospital closed.
Fri., Nov. 1st, 10:00-14:00; Sat., Nov. 2nd,
10:00-18:00
Open house. Reservations not required.

068 Millionaires and Lepers
All Together

Meeting: Jerusalem Theater concourse,
20 Marcus St., Talbieh
A tour that will tell the story of one of
Jerusalem's most upscale neighborhoods.
For decades, Talbieh was home to
aristocratic Christian Arab families and
people suffering from leprosy. Led by the
tour guide Cila Gera, the three-hour tour
will pass by the stately homes in Talbieh,
most of which were built about 100 years
ago. She will talk about the prominent
people who lived in the neighborhood, the
headquarters of the British Royal Air Force,
the headquarters of the Lehi underground
movement, and some of the events that
took place there.
Thu., Oct. 31st, 16:00
Advance reservations required; the tour
is limited to 50 participants.

A tour with the architect, Bracha Chyutin,
who made the blueprint for the new
construction at the Van Leer Complex
and designed the Polonsky Academy. For
this and other groundbreaking projects,
her firm, Chyutin Architects, was given a
lifetime achievement award for excellence
in architecture in 2018. The tour will start
with a brief lecture about the project,
which won an architecture competition
in 2008. During the 90-minute lecture
and tour, Chyutin will talk about the new
construction plan and the contemporary
style academy that incorporate cuttingedge building techniques, but also
manage to blend in harmoniously with the
previous group of buildings on campus.
The lecture will be held in the Van Leer
Auditorium at the entrance to the Institute.
Fri., Nov. 1st, 11:00
Open lecture and open tour.
Reservations not required.

070 Museum for Islamic Art | 5

2 HaPalmach St.
Architect: Dr. Alex Friedman, 1965-1974
Guided tours at this iconic Jerusalem
building, which was designed to house a
museum for Islamic art. It is a modernist
stone building that incorporates local
elements (such as arches and vertical
narrow windows). Its construction in
the heart of a residential neighborhood
was commissioned by Ms. Vera Frances
Salomons, who wanted to display some
of the best collections of Islamic art in
the world. The tours will focus on the
architecture, the Museum's collection and
its rare artifacts, which tell the story of the
Muslim world between the 7th century
and 19th century.
Fri., Nov. 1st, 10:15, 11:30 and 12:45; Sat.,
Nov. 2nd, 10:15, 11:30 and 12:45
6 open tours for the first 40 people
in line. Reservations not required.

spanning around 1,000 years, were created
especially for the exhibition by 45 Israeli
jewelry makers, inspired by the Museum's
rare Islamic jewelry collection. The tours
will begin with a brief explanation about
the modernist stone building that houses
the Museum.
Fri., Nov. 1st, 10:30, 11:45 and 13:00;
Sat., Nov. 2nd, 10:30, 11:45 and 13:00
6 open tours for the first 40 people
in line. Reservations not required.

072 The First Live Structure
in Israel | 3 4

The Jerusalem Bird Observatory,
1 James Rothschild Blvd., Kiryat HaLeom
(next to the Knesset)
Architects: Weinstein Vaadia
Architects, 2009
An opportunity to hear about the first live
structure of its kind in Israel, located at
the Jerusalem Bird Observatory – which
is a unique urban-community nature site
devoted to studying avian behavior in a
city setting. The tours will include a look at
the flora and fauna system incorporated in
the structure's walls and roof, as well as a
guided observation of the different natural
habitats and wild animals found within
the observatory's domain – viewed from
a concealed lookout point. On Friday at
12:00, there will be a tour dealing with the
project's design, led by Eyal Gvirtzman.
Fri., Nov. 1st, 9:00-13:00; Sat., Nov. 2nd,
9:00-12:00. Guided tours will start every
hour on the hour.
Open house and open tours.
Reservations not required.

073 Bank of Israel | 5

069 The Van Leer Institute and
Polonsky Academy | 5

43 Jabotinsky St., Talbieh
Van Leer campus and original building
architects: Reznik Architects and Powsner
Architects, the 1960's; New construction
blueprint and Polonsky Academy
architects: Chyutin Architects, 2014
18 / Open House 2019 / Jerusalem

071 Jewelry Making:
Past & Present | 5

2 HaPalmach St.
Guided tours of an exhibition currently
on display at the Museum for Islamic
Art, which showcases jewelry works
associated with the three monotheistic
religions. The works, which reflect a period

2 Kaplan St., Kiryat Ben-Gurion
(Government Campus)
Architects: Arieh and Eldar Sharon, 1981;
Renovation architects: Dunsky Architects
and Interior Designers, 2018
An opportunity to become acquainted
with this iconic Brutalist building, which
houses the Bank of Israel and recently
underwent extensive renovations. The
tours of the refurbished building, which
is part of the Government Campus,
will include an explanation about its
architectural qualities, the coins exhibition
on display there, the works of art that have

To sign up for the advance registration tours: batim.itraveljerusalem.com

The Knesset Building

Meeting: on the plaza near the entrance to the building (right after going through security)
Architects: Joseph Klarwein, Dov and Ram Karmi; Interior architecture: Dora Gad and Arieh L. Noy, 1966;
First wing addition: E. Armon (Public Works), A. Capua; Interior architecture: Hans Gross, 1992;
Second wing addition: Nahum Meltzer and Guy Igra; Interior architecture: Liora Winograd and Tamar Karmi, 2007
Advance reservations required; 6 tours limited to 35 participants | 5

074 Artwork in the
Knesset Building

A tour led by Sharon Sofer, the Knesset's
curator, which will introduce participants
to the works of art on display in the old
and new wings of the Knesset, as well
as works that were incorporated in its
design. The two-hour and a half tour will
include sections of the building that are
normally not accessible to the public,
whose collections and artifacts are not
displayed to visitors. A reception will be
held prior to the tours, during which the
Director-General of the Knesset, Mr. Albert
Sakharovich, will welcome the guests,
followed by a lecture about the building
by the architect Nahum Meltzer.
Thu., Oct. 31st, 17:45

075 Behind the Scenes
of Israeli Democracy

A tour that will focus on the complexities
of Israeli democracy, the roles of the
Knesset members and politics as a
profession. The tour, which is suited to
people who have prior knowledge of
the political system in Israel, includes a
session with Yardena Meller-Horovitz,
the Knesset Secretary, and with Attorney
Hodaya Kain, the director of the Knesset's
Research and Information Center. During
the tour, they will talk about various issues
pertaining to Israeli democracy, such as
the relationship between the different
branches of government, parliamentary
diplomacy, faction discipline, and changes
that have occurred over the years in the
roles of the Knesset members. The twohour and a half tour will include sections
of the building that are normally not
accessible to the public. A reception will

be held prior to the tours, during which
the Director-General of the Knesset, Mr.
Albert Sakharovich, will welcome the
guests, followed by a lecture about the
building by the architect Nahum Meltzer.
Thu., Oct. 31st, 17:45

held prior to the tours, during which the
Director-General of the Knesset, Mr. Albert
Sakharovich, will welcome the guests,
followed by a lecture about the building
by the architect Nahum Meltzer.
Thu., Oct. 31st, 17:45

076 The Knesset Building From
an Architectural Perspective

078 The Knesset Building From
an Historical Perspective

A tour with an architectural focus suitable
for nonprofessionals, led by the architect
Nahum Meltzer. Participants will have an
opportunity to become acquainted with
the architectural features of the Knesset
building where important decisions
affecting our lives are made. Meltzer
will also talk about the ways in which
architecture can streamline the work
of a complex organization engaged in
multiple activities. The one-hour and
15 minutes tour will be confined to the
Kedma wing. A reception will be held
prior to the tours, during which the
Director-General of the Knesset, Mr. Albert
Sakharovich, will welcome the guests,
followed by a lecture about the building
by the architect Nahum Meltzer.
Thu., Oct. 31st, 17:45

077 Things You See From Here

A tour dealing the Knesset's media
relations and a session with Shmulik
Dahan, the Knesset Spokesperson.
Participants will learn how media relations
are conducted on a regular basis and hear
about the existing collaborations between
the Knesset and the media, whose aim is
to advance the values of the Knesset and
public transparency. The two-hour and a
half tour will include a look at the Knesset
Channel studios. A reception will be

A tour with an historical focus led by Dr.
Moshe Fuksman Shal, the director of the
Knesset Museum, and Liat Margalit, an
International Affairs Coordinator at the
Knesset's International Affairs Division.
Participants will have an opportunity to
become acquainted with the fascinating
history that shaped the Knesset and hear
about unusual visits, incidents and events
that have had an impact on Israeli society
and the country. The two-hour tour will
include sections of the building that are
normally not accessible to the public.
Thu., Oct. 31st, 19:00

079 The Knesset Building |

An introductory tour of the Knesset – the
building, its design and the main works of
art on display there – and an overview of
the work done by the Knesset members,
Israeli democracy and parliamentary
diplomacy. The tour includes a session
with Dr. Shirley Avrami, the director of
KATEF - the Knesset's Parliamentary
Oversight Coordination Unit, and with Ms.
Dafna Kaplansky, an International Affairs
Coordinator at the Knesset's International
Affairs Division. During the two-hour tour,
participants will be shown sections of the
building that are normally not included in
regular tours of the Knesset.
Thu., Oct. 31st, 19:00

Due to the security arrangements that are in place, tour participants must be at the main entrance of the Knesset (Palombo Gate) at least
30 minutes before the visit starts. Entry to the building is contingent on advance registration, presenting an ID and being over the age of
14. Bringing bags into the Knesset is not allowed and visitors must abide by the Knesset's dress code.
The visits at the buildings and participation in the tours are at the participant's own risk. E&OE
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been incorporated in the building, and the
functions it fills as Israel's central bank.
Participation in the tours is contingent
on presenting an ID and going through a
security check at the entrance.
Thu., Oct. 31st, 16:30; Fri., Nov. 1st, 11:00
Advance reservations required; each of
the 2 tours is limited to 60 participants.

a masterpiece of the International
Style in Jerusalem and of public-use
architecture against the backdrop of its
time. This cube-shaped structure built on
pilotis (inspired by buildings designed by
Le Corbusier) is known for its simple and
clean lines. The tours will include
the reading rooms, inner courtyards
and outer passageways. Visitors will
also be shown simulations of the new
library building that is currently under
construction at Kiryat HaLeom (the
National Quarter).
Thu., Oct. 31st, 11:00; Fri., Nov. 1st, 11:00
2 open tours for the first 25 people
in line. Reservations not required.

consists of labs, an imaging center
and more, enables the best brain
researchers to work in the largest facility
of its kind in the country. Its design
complies with the Israeli Green Building
Standard and special emphasis is placed
on energy efficiency. For the first time in
Israel, use was made of aluminum grids
and transparent ETFE panels, which were
incorporated in the roof and the shell of
the building.
Thu., Oct. 31st, 15:00
Open tour. Reservations not required.

080 The New Home of the
National Library: A Tour |

Meeting: the entrance to the construction
site on Kaplan St., next to the intersection
of Kaplan St. and Ruppin Rd.
Architects: Herzog & de Meuron
(Switzerland); Mann Shinar Architects
and Planners (Israel)
Outdoor tours offered by the National
Library's Visitors Center at the building
site of the new National Library, which
is currently under construction at Kiryat
HaLeom (the National Quarter) - across
from the Knesset and near the Israel
Museum. The tours will be led by Amir
Mann, the architect in charge of the
project (that was designed by two
architects from abroad, Jacques Herzog
and Pierre de Meuron). He will present
an overview of the future library using
simulations and a 1:1 scale model that
illustrates how the structure's special
facades are being made and how the
building materials are being incorporated.
From a distance, tour participants will also
be able to observe the progress that has
been made in the frame works on the
floors that are below ground. Because
the tours are at a construction site,
participation is contingent on adhering to
the safety instructions in effect there.
Fri., Nov. 1st, 13:00
Advance reservations required;
the tour is limited to 30 participants.

084 The New Geological Survey
of Israel Building | 3 5
082 Albert Einstein Archives

Levy Building, 2nd floor, Room 202,
Hebrew University, Edmond J. Safra
Campus, Givat Ram
A chance to become acquainted with
the archives that contain manuscripts
by Albert Einstein, letters he wrote and
letters sent to him, photographs, and
facsimile copies of texts he wrote. The
sessions will include a brief lecture about
Einstein's important contribution to the
founding of the Hebrew University, which
stems, among other things, from the
fact that he bequeathed his intellectual
property to the institution. The sessions
are being held in honor of the 140th
anniversary of his birth.
Thu., Oct. 31st, 14:30 and 16:00;
Fri., Nov. 1st, 9:30 and 11:00
4 open sessions for the first 30 people
in line. Reservations not required.

1 Yeshayahu Leibowitz St., Givat Ram
Architects: Tafnit Design & Urban
Planning; Lead architects: Amit Biton
and Ariel Szpilka, 2018
An opportunity to see the new facility
that houses the Geological Survey
of Israel and the National Physical
Laboratory – both of which are
government-run institutes. The facility
consists of three buildings situated
in the northeast section of Givat Ram,
separated by geological gardens. The
facility extends across an area of
roughly 20,000 m2 and was built using
cutting-edge green construction methods.
The tours will point out the various
means used to reduce energy
consumption in the buildings, including
a geothermic system and ventilation
and shading systems. Tour participants
will also be shown the offices of the
researchers, labs, archive storerooms,
technical rooms, the library and the rock
gardens that are representative of Land
of Israel geology.
Thu., Oct. 31st, 12:00, 13:00 and 14:00
3 open tours for the first 30 people
in line. Reservations not required.

083 The Suzanne and
Charles Goodman Brain Sciences
Building | 3 5
081 The National Library | 5

Meeting: the entrance to the National
Library, Edmond Safra Campus, Givat Ram
Architects: Hever Architects (Amnon
Alexandroni, Avraham Yasky, Ziva Armoni,
Hanan Havron, Michael Nadler, Shulamit
Nadler and Shimon Powsner), 1960
Guided tours of the National Library, which
is one of the most important milestones
in Israeli architecture. It is also considered
20 / Open House 2019 / Jerusalem

Meeting: the entrance to the Edmond
and Lily Safra Center for Brain Sciences,
Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Edmond
Safra Campus, Givat Ram
Architects: Foster & Partners together
with YBGSNA – Baer, Shifman-Nathan
Architects, 2018
An opportunity to become acquainted
with the Brain Sciences Building and
hear about this project that extends
across six floors and an area of 15,000 m
2. The building, whose intricate blueprint

085 Toys, Games and
Rare Children's Books
at the Israel Museum |

11 Ruppin Blvd., Museum District;
the tour will leave from the entrance
to the Israel Museum
An extraordinary opportunity to become
familiar with the special collections of
the Ruth Youth Wing for Art Education

To sign up for the advance registration tours: batim.itraveljerusalem.com

which extends across an area of 30
acres. It serves as an education and
research center where a huge variety of
plants are displayed geographically (the
largest collection in the Middle East).
The tours will talk about the gardens
and the new and exciting projects
that have built there, making the site a
destination for recreation, culture and
tourism - the events hall, Discovery Trail
and conservatories. 20-minute tours of
the new hall will be led by the architect
Matti Rosenshine at 10:00, 10:20, 10:40,
11:00, 11:20, 11:40 and 12:00. 30-minute
tours of the Hubitus conservatory (Hub for
Urban Sustainability) will be held at 10:00,
10:30, 11:00 and 11:30. A 90-minute tour for
adults of the Children's Discovery Trail will
be held at 11:00. A 90-minute tour of the
Tropical Conservatory will be held at 12:30.
The tours will involve walking outdoors in
the open spaces of the botanical gardens.
Visitors are advised to wear comfortable
shoes and bring water with them.
Fri., Nov. 1st, 9:00-15:00
13 open tours for the first 30 people in
line. Reservations not required.

086 The Artifacts Conservation
Laboratory at the Israel Museum |

11 Ruppin Blvd., Museum District;
the tour will leave from the entrance
to the Israel Museum
A tour with Hanni Green (Kestenbaum), a
conservator at the Artifacts Conservation
Laboratory. It will offer participants a
rare glimpse of the labs concealed in
the depths of the Israel Museum, as well
as the restoration department that is
entrusted with treating three-dimensional
artifacts (archaeological and others) made
of different materials – and in particular
ceramics, mosaics, stone and plaster. The
tour is not handicap accessible.
Fri., Nov. 1st, 11:00
Advance reservations required;
the tour is limited to 15 participants.

087 The Garden of Surprises | 3

Illustration by pikisuperstar

at the Israel Museum. The tours will
include the Youth Wing's Illustration
Library and the archive of rare books,
where participants will be shown original
illustrations of iconic children's books
as well as rare editions of international
classics. The books, the dolls, the games,
the illustrations and the artifacts have
been collected over a period of several
decades and offer a unique look at the
world of childhood in the past and in the
present. The tours will be led by Orna
Granot, the deputy curator of illustrated
children's books and the director of
the Illustration Library. The tour is not
handicap accessible.
Fri., Nov. 1st, 10:30 and 11:45
Advance reservations are required; each
of the 2 tours is limited to 15 participants.

Looking
where to
eat at
the end of
the tour?
COME ENJOY A
VARIETY OF CAFES
AND RESTAURANTS
IN THE AREA
La Piedra
1 Agron Street

088 The Central Zionist Archives:
The First 100 Years | 5

2 (George) Herlitz St. (paid parking is
available in the International Convention
Center parking lot)
Architect: Moshe Zarhi, 1987
Guided tours of the new exhibition that
presents the history of the archives and
the materials it contains, including a film
that describes what goes on behind the
scenes in the archival work done there.
Visitors will also be shown the storerooms
where historic documents dating back to
the earliest days of the Zionist movement
are kept, among them the archive of
Theodor Herzl, the visionary of the Jewish
State, other selected documents, and the
map collection of Richard Kaufmann, the
father of Zionist architecture.
Thu., Oct. 31st, 15:00 and 16:00
2 open tours for the first 25 people in
line. Reservations not required.

Jerusalem Botanical Gardens,
1 Zalman Shneor St.
Architects: The new hall – the structure:
Shlomo Aronson Architects, the interior:
Matti Rosenshine Architects; Children's
Discovery Trail: the architect Michal
Turner; Tropical Conservatory: Shlomo
Aronson Architects and the gardens staff;
Hub conservatory design: the gardens
staff, 2014-2019
Guided tours at the Jerusalem Botanical
Gardens – one of the most beautiful
nature spots in the heart of Jerusalem,
The visits at the buildings and participation in the tours are at the participant's own risk. E&OE

Agronski
24 Agron Street
Andalusia
Music Square
Bab el Yemen
29 Azza Street
Babette
16 Shammai Street
Sigmund
29 Azza Street
Hamifal
4 Ben Shimon Street
Village Green
5 Joel Moshe Solomon Street
Zuta Bar
10 David Hamelech Street
Amla
18 Yosef Rivlin Street
Pizza Flora
25 Azza Street
Café Yehoshua
17 Azza Street
Café Nona
1 Washington Street
Rachel on the Avenue
13 Ben Maimon Avenue
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about mixed uses in public spaces
in Jerusalem:
Maximizing the Potential Inherent in
Public Spaces in Jerusalem: Chaim
Fialkoff from the Institute of Urban and
Regional Studies at the Hebrew University,
and Liyat Esakov Ben Shitrit, an architect
and quality of density expert.
From Early Childhood to Late
Adulthood – The Beit HaNoar HaIvri
Complex as a Case Study: Prof. Moshe
Margalith from Moshe Margalith
Architects.
Mixed Uses at Educational Institutions
as a Generator of Urbanism: Arch. Yoel
Dvoriansky, Livay Dvoriansky Architects
The session will conclude with a
discussion facilitated by Arch. Eyal Sha'ar,
with audience participation.
Thu., Oct. 31st, 17:15
Participation is contingent on
advance registration on the Association
of Architects

The City Center – Jaffa and HaNevi'im Route
This part of the city developed at the beginning of the 20th century and, in particular,
during the British Mandate period (when maritime trade grew in importance), all along
the transportation route leading to the coastal plain and Jaffa Port – which explains
the origin of Jaffa Road's name. This is the most urbanized part of the city thanks to the
British Mandate plan that produced wide streets lined with five-story buildings and shops
on the ground floor. The busy and bustling city center still relies on this infrastructure.
British Mandate construction linked previously established neighborhoods that were
dispersed in the area, such as Musrara and Nachlaot, forming an unbroken urban stretch.
HaNevi'im Street is characterized by imposing buildings and institutions, including
churches, consulates and hospitals, that were situated in the wealthy 'hinterland' of the
main commercial street (Jaffa Road).

089 The Mandatory Post Office | 2

Meeting: 23 Jaffa Rd., at the entrance
to the building
Architects: Austen St. Barbe Harrison and
Percy H. Winter and the engineer Yehuda
Shapira, 1938; Renovation architect:
Yoram Friedman, 1983
Nissim Cohen (Niso), a tour guide and
employee of the Israel Postal Company, will
focus on this iconic Jerusalem building,
which was one of the first built by the
British along Jaffa Road. Other public
buildings from the same period include
the old City Hall building, Anglo-Palestine
Bank and the Generali Building. The post
office was designed by the chief architect
of the Public Works Department of the
British Mandatory government, Austen St.
Barbe Harrison, who also designed the
Rockefeller Museum and the headquarters
of the British High Commissioner (Armon
HaNatziv). The building, made out of
22 / Open House 2019 / Jerusalem

local stone, is characterized by a classic
style with symmetry and straight lines.
In 1972, the artist Avraham Ofek created
a huge wall painting in the main hall,
which tells the story of the return to Zion,
the pioneers and the early agricultural
settlements in pre-State Israel. The
post office used to house the city's first
automated switchboard, and in 2015 its top
floor was converted into a hostel, called
The Post. The 90-minute tours will be
conducted in the main hall.
Thu., Oct. 31st, 17:00; Fri., Nov. 1st, 10:30
2 open tours. Reservations not required.

090 20:20:20 –
Communicating Vessels | 5

Urban Design Center – The Model House,
Safra Square, Building 1, Floor 0
How can public spaces be enhanced
through mixed uses? Architect Shlomo
Eshkol, the City Engineer and other
architects and urban researchers will talk

091 Behind the Scenes at the
Jerusalem Municipality |

Meeting: Safra Square, Concrete
Cushions complex, next to the entrance
to Building 3
Architects: Jack A. Diamond; KolkerKolker-Epstein; Preservation architect:
Peter Bogod, 1992
How is a city managed? Where do
inquiries from residents end up, and what
happens during a state of emergency? An
unusual behind-the-scenes look at the
city of Jerusalem. The tour will end with
a visit at the municipal archive, where
participants will be shown
historic documents.
Thu., Oct. 31st, 12:00 (tour in Hebrew)
and 16:00 (tour in English)
Advance reservations required; each of
the 2 tours is limited to 25 participants.

092 Alex Krantz,
A Geographical Event | 5

Urban Design Center – The Model House,
Safra Square, Building 1, Floor 0
The first exhibition of drawings by Alex
Krantz, an architect, artist and teacher
at Bezalel, who has been drawing
Jerusalem for decades. In recent years,
Krantz has kept organized drawing

To sign up for the advance registration tours: batim.itraveljerusalem.com

093 Neighborhoods and Buildings
on Jaffa Road

Meeting: Zahal Square (next to the
northwest corner of the Old City wall)
Tours led by Rafi Kfir from "Ahavat
Yerushalayim" (Jerusalem-Love) in the
upper section of Jaffa Road, between
Zahal Square and the Strauss intersection.
Kfir will review the history of the
neighborhoods and the buildings and offer
stories about the people who lived and
worked in them, starting in the Ottoman
period and up to the establishment of
the State of Israel. The tours will pass
through some main squares in the city Zahal Square, Zion Square and the
Strauss intersection – and use them to
illustrate the history of New Jerusalem.
The 90-minute tours will end at the
Strauss intersection.
Fri., Nov. 1st, 11:30; Sat., Nov. 2nd, 11:30
2 open tours. Reservations not required.

the State of Israel. It features a
reconstruction of the Mandate period
prison, including the inmates' cells,
workshops, synagogue, solitary
confinement block, and gallows. The twohour tours, led by the museum director
Yoram Tamir, will focus on the museum's
architecture and the restoration works
underway at the Russian Compound.
Thu., Oct. 31st, 9:00-17:00; Fri., Nov. 1st,
guided tours at 10:00 and 12:00
Open house and 2 open tours for
the first 40 people in line.
Reservations not required.

095 Exploring the Metal and Steel
Works on HaNevi'im St.

Meeting: the corner of Heleni HaMalka
St. and HaNevi'im St.
A two-hour tour led by Apollo Legismo,
a blacksmith, welder and restorer
who researches the history of steel
works. During the tour, he will describe
and explain the metal and steel
works found along HaNevi'im Street,
including the manufacturing and forging
technologies that were used in iron and
steel works in different periods. The
tour will provide participants with basic
tools and concepts, enabling them to
understand, appreciate and enjoy the
wealth of iron work styles and elements
on HaNevi'im Street.
Saturday, November 2nd, 11:00
Open tour. Reservations not required.

096 The Anglican
International School | 2
094 Novy Jeruzalem | 2

Museum of the Underground Prisoners,
1 Mishol HaGvura, Russian Compound
Architect: Martin Ivanovich Eppinger, 1864
An open museum and guided tours at
one of the most impressive sites in the
city, originally built as an inn for Russian
pilgrims visiting the Holy Land. During the
British Mandate period it was converted
into a prison, where members of the
Jewish underground movements were
also incarcerated. In Its third and current
metamorphosis, it is a museum dedicated
to the role played by the underground
movements in the struggle to establish

82 HaNevi'im St.
Architect: Arthur Beresford Pite
(England), 1897
Come and discover this compound
concealed behind a wall in downtown
Jerusalem, which features a horseshoeshaped building immersed in a shaded
garden. Originally constructed as
a modern hospital by the London
Society, the building is surrounded by
a sprawling garden where medicinal
herbs were grown and patients could
quietly convalesce. During the War of
Independence, the building served as a
temporary facility for Hadassah Hospital
and is now an Anglican school. The tours
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journals, accompanied by an examination
of maps and investigative texts whose
focus is on the city's southern boundary.
That part of Jerusalem boasts of nature,
cultural landscapes, historical remnants,
infrastructure systems, roads and walls
that are in a state of constant discord.
The sessions will start with a guided tour
of the exhibition which is on display at
the Urban Design Center, after which the
architects Ytav Boushira and Shiran P.
Ishay will have a discussion with Krantz.
Fri., Nov. 1st, 11:00-13:00
Open exhibition and open session.
Reservations not required.

Looking
where to
eat at
the end of
the tour?
COME ENJOY A
VARIETY OF CAFES
AND RESTAURANTS
IN THE AREA

La Cornerie
40 Etz Hahaim Street
Ishtabah
1 Hashikma Street
Arbes
1 Shilo Street
Argento
The Iraqi Market
Basher
53 Etz Hahaim Street
Beit Ticho
10 Agan Street
Hachapuria
6 Ha’eshkol Street
Louis Tacos
11 Shlomzion Hamalka Street
Azura
The Iraqi Market
Papitos
11 Ha’Egoz Street
Kadosh
6 Shlomzion Hamalka Street
Que Passa
9 Ha’Egoz Street
Café Joe Story
Sacker Park
Café Nadi
5 Shmuel Hanagid Street
Craft Pizza
12 Hatapuah Street
Roasters
12 Etz Hahaim Street
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will start with a brief presentation about
the history of the building. Tours limited to
25 participants will start every hour on the
hour until 16:00. Independent tours of the
compound will not be possible.
Sat., Nov. 2nd, 10:00-16:00
Tours for the first 25 people in line.
Reservations not required.

residence of the British governor where
Ronald Storrs lived between 1918 and 1926.
Thu., Oct. 31st, 15:00
Open tour. Reservations not required.

by the architect Dan Eytan, was supposed
to be the first in a series of hi-rise
buildings in the city center, but the plan
never materialized due to the criticism
leveled at the Clal Building.
Fri., Nov. 1st, 10:00
Open tour. Reservations not required.

099 Tabor House, The Swedish
Theological Seminary | 2
097 Hadassah Academic College –
Helmsley Building | 5

39 HaNevi'im St.
Architects: Goldschmidt, Arditty,
Ben Nayim Architects, 2018
Tours with the architect, Yossi Ben Nayim,
who will talk about the new building
at Hadassah Academic College – The
Helmsley Charitable Trust Interdisciplinary
Science Center – which was designed by
his firm. During the tours, he will explain
the architectural language of the building
that seeks 'emancipation' from the heavy
mass that characterizes traditional
Jerusalem construction. The second part
of the tours will include the Azrieli Gallery
on the lobby floor of the building, led by
the gallery's curator, Tal Schwartz, and a
tour of the exhibition "First Hand from a
Prophet", currently on display.
Fri., Nov. 1st, 11:00 and 12:00
2 open tours for the first 35 people
in line. Reservations not required.

58 HaNevi'im St.
Architect: Conrad Schick, 1882-1889
Guided tours of a building that Teddy
Kollek, the city's former mayor, once called
"the most beautiful house in Jerusalem."
It was designed and built by Conrad
Schick for his own family, who lived
there between 1882 and 1901. From an
architectural standpoint, the style of the
building is European with Middle Eastern
motifs. Tabor House is currently owned by
the Swedish Lutheran Church and serves
as an academic institute for theology
studies. The tours will be led by Tzipi Ron
– an environmental activist and recipient
of the Distinguished Citizen Award - and
Israel Haran, a member of the Tabor House
staff, and will include the intimate garden
and the chapel. Weapons of any kind will
not be allowed into the compound.
Thu., Oct. 31st, 10:00 and 11:30;
Sat., Nov. 2nd, 10:00 and 11:30
4 open tours. Reservations not required.

101 Jerusalem 2050 | 1

ADMA Architecture Studio, 97 Jaffa Rd.,
Clal Center, 9th floor, Offices 935-940;
accessible entrance from Jaffa Rod.
(next to Davidka Square); take the
elevator to the ninth floor
An open house at the offices of ADMA
Architecture Studio, founded by Moran
Amikam and Amos Darr, located in the
Clal Center, and a discussion about
the densification capacity policy along
the light rail lines that they have been
entrusted with planning. They will review
ADMA's proposed solutions for the
anticipated growth in Israel's population,
which is expected to double by 2050 and
reach 20 million. Their plan attempts to
address urban densification and renewal
in the existing cities. The session will
also describe the theoretical background
of capacity planning and examine
densification options in the city - hi-rise
towers or mid-rise construction.
Fri., Nov. 1st, 9:00-12:00; the 90-minute
discussion will start at 10:00
Open offices and open discussion.
Reservations not required.

100 The Top of the Spiral | 3
098 German Provostry Compound
(Deutsche Probstei)

Meeting: 42 HaNevi'im St., the entrance
to Jerusalem ORT College
Architect: Paul Palmer Jr., 1903
A tour with the architect, Valentina Nelin,
and the tour guide, Tatiana Vishnevsky,
further to research done by students from
the Landscape Architecture Department
at ORT College, carried out under Nelin's
supervision. The research, which dealt
with the compound that currently
houses the college, reconstructed the
encampment set up for Emperor Wilhelm
II in 1898, where on November 2 of that
year he met with a Zionist Congress
delegation headed by Theodor Herzl. The
research also traced later uses made of
the site: the provostry and school for boys
that were built for the German Protestant
community in Jerusalem in 1903, and the
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Meeting: the Davidka Square light rail
station (next to Israel Discount Bank)
A tour at the Clal Center in downtown
Jerusalem that will leave participants
optimistic. In recent years, the building
has been undergoing renewal processes
and changes in land use classification. The
tour will be led by Matan Israeli, one of
the founders of the Muslala artists group
that started the Terrace, which serves as
the group's new public home. The tour
will begin at the front gate of the Torah
v'Melacha school, which was torn down in
order to make room for the shopping mall,
and end on the terrace: an urban oasis on
the roof of the building - that combines an
urban park, art and sustainability studio,
public space, and research lab dealing
with sustainable city life. The Clal Building,
built in the 1970's, was Jerusalem's first
indoor shopping mall – a novel concept at
the time. The 17-story structure, designed

102 Between Faith and Art

Meeting: 7 Yehuda Hamaccabi St.,
Mekor Baruch
An opportunity to become acquainted
with the Art Shelter Gallery, situated in a
bomb shelter in the heart of Mekor Baruch
– and is the first art gallery ever opened in
an ultra-Orthodox neighborhood. Opened
in 2003 by the artist Ika Yisraeli, who at
the time was a newly devout Jew, and
later provided inspiration for the TV series
"Shtisel." The tours will conclude with a
visit at the "Magnum Opus" exhibition of
the artist, Jared Bernstein. Participants are
requested to wear modest clothing.
Thu., Oct. 31st, 18:30 and 20:00;
Fri., Nov. 1st, 9:30 and 11:00
4 open tours. Reservations not required.

To sign up for the advance registration tours: batim.itraveljerusalem.com

Schneller Project – Kehilot Israel Center

A special look at this building erected in 1860, which used to house the Schneller orphanage until
World War II. It later served as a British army camp and then a base of the Haganah and Israel Defense
Forces. After being in a state of neglect for years, the building is now undergoing stringent restoration
and renovation, after which it will become Kehilot Israel museum and visitor center dealing with the
history of the Jewish people
34 Malchei Yisrael St. | Thursday, October 31st, 9:00-22:00; Friday, November 1st, 9:00-14:00; Saturday, November 2nd, 20:00-22:00
Open exhibition and open tours. Reservations not required | 2

103 Schneller Roll Call:
Three Days of Place-Dependent Art
in the Historic Compound

In the midst of the preservation works,
a group of Jerusalem artists worked in
the building and are now putting on an
exhibition entitled "Schneller Roll Call" –
which tells the story of one of the most
beautiful compounds in the city and
its rich history. The exhibition includes
works of art that depict the history of the
building and examine it from different
perspectives, both personal and critical.
The participating artists: Itai Ron Gilboa,
Michal Harada, Meydad Eliyahu, Noa Arad
Yairi, Nomi Bruckman and Kobi Vogman.
Guest artists: Aviv Itzhaky, Ktura Manor and
Rotem Manor, and Shlomo Serry. Artistic
director: Meydad Eliyahu. Producer: Idan
Avidani. Tours of "Schneller Roll Call" will
be led by the exhibition's artistic director,
Meydad Eliyahu.
Thursday, October 31st, 14:00 and 16:00;
Friday, November 1st, 12:00
Open tours. Reservations not required.

104 Schneller Compound:
Looking Ahead

Tours led by Hanan Benyahu, the project
manager on behalf of Kehilot Israel
institute, who will talk about the future
plans for the building.
Thursday, October 31st, 10:30 and 12:30;
Friday, November 1st, 13:00
Open tours. Reservations not required.

105 Preserving
the Schneller Compound

A tour led by Moshe Shapira, the architect
in charge of the compound's preservation,
who will describe the complex
preservation works being carried out at
the site and recount its history.
Thursday, October 31st, 15:00
Open tour. Reservations not required.

106 Schneller, A Building for
Stringent Preservation

Tours with an architectural focus led
by the architect Micha Rubinstein, and
Itzik Shviki from the Council for the

The visits at the buildings and participation in the tours are at the participant's own risk. E&OE

Preservation of Heritage Sites in Jerusalem.
They will review the history of the building
and its unique architectural features and
talk about the complex preservation works
that are currently underway.
Thursday, October 31st, 9:30; Friday,
November 1st, 10:00
Open tours. Reservations not required.

107 The History of
the Schneller Compound

A tour led by the architect Dr. Gil Gordon,
who prepared the preservation plan for
compounds, built in the 19th century as an
educational institution for the Protestant
Mission and has been used by the Israel
Defense Forces since 1948. The compound
is undergoing an overall process of
restoration, preservation and renewal that
includes new construction. The tour will
recount the history of the compound and
its current restoration.
Friday, November 1st, 11:00
Open tour for the first 40 people in line.
Reservations not required.
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110 The Path of the Ritual Baths
at the Ofel | 2

The Old City Basin
The Old City in Jerusalem extends across an area of roughly 1 km2 and is surrounded by
a wall built in the 16th century by the Turkish sultan, Suleiman I. From an architectural,
social, historical or religious perspective, it is a fascinating place to live. The Old City is
divided into Jewish, Muslim, Christian and Armenian quarters – and is characterized by
a cosmopolitan ambience and architecture built by people of different nationalities
and religions. The Old City has been continuously populated for thousands of years and
every period of settlement period left its mark. The Old City is the conceptual nucleus
of Jerusalem the city that affects all its environs. It has also been the nucleus of the
city's physical development throughout history, from which Jerusalem branched out
along roads leading to the nearby cities. In 1981, the Old City was declared a World
Heritage Site by UNESCO.
Noguchi, by the architect Louis Kahn,
and the adopted design by Moshe Safdie.
which in the end was adopted.
Fri., Nov. 1st, 14:00
Open tour. Reservations not required.

108 Designing the Western Wall

Meeting: Rabinowitz Plaza, at the far end
of Ma'alot Rabbi Yehuda Halevi (the stairs
ascending from the Western Wall Plaza)
A tour with Prof. Architect Alona NitzanShiftan, head of the Avie and Sarah
Arenson Built Heritage Research Center at
the Technion's, after the publication of her
award-winning book Seizing Jerusalem:
The Architectures of Unilateral Unification.
The tour will trace the chain of events that
occurred in June 1967 that began with the
demolition of the Mugrabim neighborhood
next to the Western Wall by the Retired
Contractors Association, which created
the need to design a prayer plaza in the
new square that was formed. The tour will
describe how the different plans for the
Western Wall Plaza evolved, including the
designs made by the landscape architect
Shlomo Aronson and the sculptor Isamu
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109 Surrounding King's Valley and
the Tomb of Absalom

Meeting: Dung Gate
(near the Western Wall)
These tours will pass through the Kidron
Valley riverbed at the foot of the Mount of
Olives, which is lined with monuments and
tombs dating back to the Second Temple
period: the Tomb of Absalom, the Tomb
of Benei Hezir, and the Tomb of Zechariah
the Prophet. The 90-minute tours, which
will be led by Sarah Barnea and Oren Sapir
from the City of David, will end at the
meeting place.
Thu., Oct. 31st, 16:00; Fri., Nov. 1st, 10:00
2 open tours. Reservations not required.

Meeting: the entrance to the
Archaeological Park-Davidson Center,
next to Dung Gate
Architects: Hana Gribetz and Damian
Wilhelm, 2008. Project initiated by East
Jerusalem Development Company with
the Israel Antiquities Authority
A tour with the architect Hana Gribetz,
of the path of the ritual baths that was
unearthed at the tel (mound) in the
southern section of the Temple Mount,
inside the Jerusalem Archaeological Park.
During the tour, Gribetz will describe the
historical layers that were uncovered in
the course of the excavations, which tell
the story of ancient civilizations that lived
in the area.
Thu., Oct. 31st, 15:45; Fri., Nov. 1st, 8:30
and 9:30
Advance reservations required; each of
the 3 tours is limited to 30 participants.

111 The Backside of Jerusalem

Meeting: Zion Square
"Sinister fanaticism and filth lie in your
reeking streets" – that is how Theodor
Herzl described Jerusalem in 1898. These
tours with Roi Offenbacher will focus
on earthly Jerusalem and talk about
the history of its trash and sewage and
everything else that the eternal city
spewed out. Offenbacher will examine
what role trash played in the city's history.
Thu., Oct. 31st, 16:00; Sat., Nov. 2nd, 15:00
2 open tours. Reservations not required.

112 The Franciscan Ad
Cenaculum Monastery |

Mount Zion (next to King David's Tomb)
The monastery was built in the 1930's
on land formerly occupied by the old

To sign up for the advance registration tours: batim.itraveljerusalem.com

113 The Isaac Kaplan Old Yishuv
Court Museum | 4

6 Or HaChaim St., Jewish Quarter,
the Old City
The museum is located in a 500-year-old
building in the Jewish Quarter and is one
of two ancient courtyard homes that are
still intact there. The museum portrays
how people lived in the Old Yishuv in
Jerusalem prior to the establishment of
the State of Israel in 1948. The exhibition
"From Crisis to Rebirth – The Story of the
Old City Evacuees 1948-1958 " is currently
on display at the museum. It recounts
what happened to the 1,700 residents of
the Quarter during the years of the siege,
captivity and war. At 11:00, there will
be a tour led by the exhibition curator,
Ora Pikel-Tsabari. The museum is not
wheelchair accessible.
Fri., Nov. 1st, 10:00-13:00
Open tour for the first 30 people in line.
Reservations not required.

114 The Mount | 5

Meeting: entrance to the Tower of David
A guided tour of the exhibition "The
Mount – A Photographic Journey to
the Temple Mount 1839-2019" which is
currently on display at the Tower of
David. The tour will focus on various
photographs in the exhibition which can
explain the changes that have occurred
on the Temple Mount since 1839 and
up to the present, as well as the factors
underlying them.
Thu., Oct. 31st, 9:30; Fri., Nov. 1st, 9:30
Advance reservations required; each of
the 2 tours is limited to 30 participants.

115 Rights of Way | 2 5

Meeting: Jaffa Gate
A tour with the accessibility consultant,
Avi Ramot, during which he will describe
the wide-ranging project that was carried
out by a large team of planners headed
by the landscape architect, Meirav Davish
Ben Moshe, in cooperation with the
Jerusalem Municipality and the Jerusalem
Development Foundation. The aim was
to adapt the built space in the Old City to
the 21st century and create prototypes of
tools that can guide planners in solving
the problems typical of street planning
and upgrades in the Old City, while at
the same time creating a uniform street
language and preserving the character
and singularity of the Old City.
Fri., Nov. 1st, 13:30
Open tour. Reservations not required.

116 Immanuel Church |

Next to Jaffa Gate, across from
the Tower of David
Architect: James Wood Johns, 1849
The oldest Protestant church in the
Middle East, which contains Jewish motifs
and is concealed within a guesthouse
compound. Expert stonecutters from Malta
were commissioned to build the church,
whose techniques were used by future
generations of stonecutters in Jerusalem.
Guided tours in Hebrew and English will
start every 30 minutes until 16:00.
Thu., Oct. 31st, 9:30-17:30; Fri., Nov. 1st,
9:30-17:30; Sat., Nov. 2nd, 9:30-17:30
Open house and open tours.
Reservations not required.

117 Hotels in the 19th Century

Meeting: Jaffa Gate
Where did Emperor Wilhelm II stay during
his visit in the Holy Land? Which hotel did
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Franciscan Order, from which they
were expelled in the 16th century. The
small church in the compound, which
is decorated with colorful windows and
modern sculptures, faces the Room of
the Last Supper. The recently renovated
intimate garden offers a peaceful and
green break from the hustle and bustle of
Mount Zion. There is also a small modern
chapel with stained glass windows at the
bottom of the garden.
Fri., Nov. 1st, 13:00-16:00
Open house and open tours.
Reservations not required.

Looking
where to
eat at
the end of
the tour?
COME ENJOY A
VARIETY OF CAFES
AND RESTAURANTS
IN THE AREA

Café August Victoria
Martin Buber Street
Between the Arches
174 Hagai Street
Golda Glida
Mamilla Boulevard
The Armenian Tavern
19 Armenian Patriarchate
Street
Café Warsaw
Greek Catholic
Patriarchate Street
Lina Hummus
42 Maalot al-Hanke Street
American Colony Patio
Restaurant
1 Louis Wanson Street
Nazmi
Goldsmiths Market, Old
City
City View
Benjamin Nazar Street
Kebab Shahin
76 Butchers Market
Coffee Bagel
18 Tiferet Israel Street
Gallery Café
Mount of Olives Road
Jerusalem / Open House 2018 / 27

In the Path of the Blue Tiles

Exhibitions and tours marking a century of Armenian ceramics in Jerusalem, held in collaboration
with the Israel Museum and Ben-Zvi Institute
118 A Glimpse of Paradise | 1 5

Rockefeller Archaeological Museum,
27 Sultan Suleiman St.
Guided tours of "A Glimpse of Paradise: 100
Years of Jerusalem Armenian Ceramics,"
which is a new retrospective exhibition
that marks a century of Armenian
ceramics. The 30-minute tours will be led
by Fawzi Ibrahim, who is the curator of the
Rockefeller Museum and of this exhibition
as well. He will talk about the history of
Armenian ceramics, which is one of the
most prominent symbols of the city and a
key element of the Jerusalem landscape
that decorates numerous buildings,
viewed by the three monotheistic religions
as a symbol of their local identity.
Thu., Oct. 31st, 16:30 and 17:30; Sat., Nov.
2nd, 10:30 and 11:30
Advance reservations required; each of
the 4 tours is limited to 35 participants.

119 Armenian Ceramics and
Jerusalem Architecture | 2

Meeting: Wingate Square,
on the corner of 1 Marcus St.
Three generations of artisans have
been creating Armenian ceramics in
Jerusalem since the beginning of the
20th century, whose works are familiar
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to us from markets and from inlays
found on many buildings in the city. The
tour will review what characterized the
different generations and what they
were influenced by – whether Turkish
tradition, Chinese ceramics, or the
emergence of a distinct Jerusalem style
– and how Armenian ceramics have been
incorporated in Jerusalem architecture.
The two-hour tour, which will be led by
the architect Moshe Shapira, will start in
Talbieh and continue from there to the
German Colony and Baka.
Fri., Nov. 1st, 9:00
Open tour. Reservations not required.

120 From Ararat to Mount Zion

Meeting: entrance to the Tower of David
A journey in time to the Armenian
Quarter: the public institutions, St. James
Church, and the Holy Archangels Church.
The tour will recount the story of the
Armenian community in Jerusalem and
its institutions, including the architecture
of the monastery that dates back to
the Middle Ages, the mark left by
Armenian ceramic artisans on Jer
usalem, the refugees of the genocide,
and the landscape of the city in the
20th century. The 75-minute tour will be

led by George Hintalian, the Armenian
community's historian.
Fri., Nov. 1st, 14:30
Advance reservations required;
the tour is limited to 30 participants.

121 In the Path of the Blue Tiles

Meeting: 14 Koresh St., on the concourse
next to the mural "A Glimpse of Paradise"
A self-conducted tour through the openair museum of Armenian ceramics in
Jerusalem. It will start with a street gallery
talk next to "A Glimpse of Paradise," a
mural created by Marie Balian in 2004. Her
work opens a window to the second phase
in the development of Armenian ceramics
that began in the second half of the 20th
century. Tour participants will be given a
map which they can use to embark on a
journey and discover Armenian ceramics
on the streets of Jerusalem, where they
will also meet contemporary artisans in
their studios. Session will be led by Dr. Nirit
Shalev-Khalifa, a co-curator of the exhibition
"A Glimpse of Paradise" at the Rockefeller
Museum and an Armenian ceramics
researcher at the Ben-Zvi Institute.
Fri., Nov. 1st, 15:00
Open session and open tour.
Reservations not required.

To sign up for the advance registration tours: batim.itraveljerusalem.com

Moses Montefiore choose to sleep in? A
tour of 19th century guesthouses, pilgrim
hostels and upscale hotels in the Old City.
The two-hour tour, led by Reut Odem, will
include the old Amdursky Hotel in the
Christian Quarter, the Lutheran Hostel,
Petra Hotel and others.
Fri., Nov. 1st, 11:00
Advance reservations required;
the tour is limited to 100 participants.

124 Church of the Redeemer | 2

122 Santa's House

2 Saint Peter St., Old City
A glimpse of Santa Claus's home in
Jerusalem, which was first opened to
the public around three years ago. It is
situated in a stone structure that dates
back to the 14th century and is typical of
Old City architecture. The building, with
its vaulted ceilings and stone arches,
has for 700 years been home to the
Kassissieh family. Issa Anis Kassissieh, one
of the family members, is known as the
Jerusalem Santa.
Fri., Nov. 1st, 10:00-14:00; Sat., Nov. 2nd,
10:00-16:00
Open house. Reservations not required.

Muristan Rd., Christian Quarter
Architect: Friedrich Adler, 1898
An open house and tours at the Lutheran
Church of the Redeemer, which was built
at the end of the 19th century on the
ruins of a 12th century Crusader church.
The church, built out of white marble
stone in an Italian Neo-Romantic style,
features a 40-meter high bell tower.
Its construction relied on blueprints
personally sketched by the German
Emperor Wilhelm II, inspired by Tivoli's
bell tower. The church was dedicated on
October 31, 1898 when the Emperor and
his wife, Empress Augusta, were on
a visit in the Holy Land. A sign on one
of its walls describes the dedication
ceremony. Visitors will also be shown
the cloister – a courtyard surrounded by
a colonnade of pillars that is part of the
adjacent Lutheran guesthouse, which is
also a remnant of the Crusader period.
Participants who wish to see the museum
and excavation site and go up to the bell
tower will be charged an admission fee.
Fri., Nov. 1st, 10:00-17:00; Sat., Nov. 2nd,
10:00-17:00. Guided tours in English will
be held on both days at 10:00 and 14:00.
Open house and open tours.
Reservations not required.

126 The American Colony Hotel
and Historical Archive | 1 5

Meeting: hotel lobby, Louis Vincent St.
Architect: unknown, late 19th century
Compound architects since 1993:
Michael Schwartz & Associates
Two-part tours that will offer participants
a glimpse of some of the inner workings
of this compound - originally a mansion
owned by Rabah El Hussein, a member of
Jerusalem's Arab aristocracy. It was later
occupied by members of the American
Colony in Jerusalem and currently
functions as a hotel with a distinct
international flair, surrounded by lush
gardens. The first part of the 90-minute
tours will include the old and new
sections of the hotel. The second part will
be devoted to the archive. The archive
visits will be led by Rachel Lev, the curator
of the collections. The American Colony
Hotel is now jointly owned by descendants
of the original founders – Americans,
Brits and Swedes – who are working to
preserve the founders' social vision.
Fri., Nov. 1st, 11:00, 12:00 and 13:00
Advance reservations required;
3 sessions is limited to 30 participants.

123 Custodia di Terra Santa |

Meeting: New Gate, the Old City
Two concurrent guided tours of this
Old City compound that belongs to the
Franciscan order of the Catholic Church.
It consists of a monastery that has been in
operation since the 16th century as well
as a church built in the Spanish baroque
style in 1880, which is decorated with
frescos and stained-glass windows. The
tours will also pass through the office
area that illustrates how a 15th century
building can change organically to meet
the needs of its current occupants. In
addition, visitors will be shown the clinic
courtyard, the rooms that housed the
former Franciscan pharmacy, and the small
concealed door through which patients
were brought inside. In honor of the 800th
anniversary of Franciscan presence in the
Holy Land, the model of the Basilica of St.
Francis of Assisi will also be open, which
boasts of frescoes painted by Giotto.
Sat., Nov. 2nd, 10:30
Advance reservations required; each of
the 2 tours is limited to 30 participants.

127 The Garden Tomb |
125 Ecole Biblique and the
Dominican Priory (Monastery) | 2

83-85 Nablus Road
Architect: Boutaub (France), 1898-1901
Come and discover one of the most
charming spots in East Jerusalem,
which was dedicated in 1900 and houses
the St. Etienne (Stephen) Priory of the
Dominican Order as well as a French
academic institute that specializes in
Biblical and archaeological studies. Both
buildings are situated in a spacious garden
and feature an impressive collection of
archaeological relics and graves dating
back at least to the Hellenistic period.
The tours, led by the institute's staff, will
include the church that was built on
Byzantine ruins with mosaics.
Sat., Nov. 2nd, 15:00 and 17:00
Advance reservations required; each of
the 2 tours is limited to 30 participants.

The visits at the buildings and participation in the tours are at the participant's own risk. E&OE

Conrad Schick Lane
A well-tended garden at a holy site
sacred to Protestants and Evangelists,
who believe it once belonged to
Joseph of Arimathea and is where Jesus
was buried after his crucifixion. Managed
and maintained by a British charitable
trust named the Garden Tomb Association,
the site contains a number of lush
alcoves that are used for prayer and to
conduct Christian rites within the open
garden atmosphere. The garden also
features a huge rainwater cistern dating
back to the Crusader period, an ancient
wine press, and a dual-chamber
burial cave.
Thu., Oct. 31st, 8:00-19:00 (the last tour
will start at 18:00); Sat., Nov. 2nd, 8:0019:00 (the last tour will start at 18:00.
Guided tours in Hebrew and English will
begin every hour on the hour.
Open garden and open tours.
Reservations not required.
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128 The Jerusalem Center
for Near East Studies
(Brigham Young University) | 5

Hadassah Lampel St., Mount of Olives
Architect: David Reznik, in collaboration
the architect Franklin Fergusson, 1988
One of the most beautiful and most stately
buildings constructed in Israel since the
1980's. It offers a panoramic view of the
Old City from most of its spaces and is
surrounded by a garden featuring plants
mentioned in the Bible. The tours will
include a short film, an explanation about
the building, a taste of organ music, and
a walk around the gardens. The tours,
conducted in English, will be limited to the
first 50 people in line.
Thu., Oct. 31st, 10:00, 10:30, 11:00, 11:30,
14:00, 14:30, 15:00 and 15:30. Guided
tours will leave from the entrance to
the building every 30 minutes; Fri.,
Nov. 1st, 10:00, 10:30, 11:00, 11:30, 14:00,
14:30, 15:00 and 15:30. Guided tours will
leave from the entrance to the building
every 30 minutes.
16 open tours for the first 50 people
in line. Reservations not required.

129 The Institute of Archaeology
at the Hebrew University | 1 5

Meeting: Nancy Reagan Plaza, at the end
of road inside the campus (follow the
signs when going up to the plaza)
Architects: Carl Rubin and Itzhak
Yavetz, 1941
A look at the collection of the Hebrew
University's Institute of Archaeology,
which is located in an old International
Style building). It was supposed to be a
museum and now serves as an institute
for archaeological research and studies.
The original two-story structure was
designed in the shape of a cube, featuring
straight lines and a row of tall windows
in the exhibition halls and spaces where
the collections are kept. The original
museum hall that contains the Institute's
collections, which is usually closed to
the public, will be open during the time
of the tour. Entry to the Mount Scopus
campus is through the main pedestrian
gate (next to the plaza when coming from
Hadassah Hospital).
Thu., Oct. 31st, 16:30
Open tour. Reservations not required.

130 The Botanical Garden
on Mount Scopus | 3 4 5

Meeting: the main entrance to the
garden, across from the Administration
Building (follow the signs from the
pedestrian gate)
A visit at Israel's wild plant botanical
garden, which is located on the Hebrew
University's Mount Scopus campus and
features around 13,000 different species
of wild plants. The tours will talk about
a variety of subjects associated with the
garden - botany, archaeology and history
– and will also include a visit at Nicanor's
Tomb and the gravesites of Pinsker
and Ussishkin. Participants will also be
introduced to the work done by Ran
Morin as part of the garden's rehabilitation
project. The hourlong tours will be led
by the director of the Botanical Garden,
Dr. Mani Neumann, the agronomist, Yaara
Hacohen-Plesser, the garden's curator,
Michal Monosov, and the environmental
sculptor and planner, Ran Morin.
Thu., Oct. 31st, 10:30 and 15:30
2 open tours for the first 50 people
in line. Reservations not required.

City Tours
131 Artisans in the
Service of Religion

Meeting: Jaffa Gate
Where can you tattoo a holy souvenir
on your body? Where do the special
vestments worn by clerics at the
different churches come from? These
two concurrent two-hour tours, led
by Efrat Sinai and Roy Damari from
Bee Travel, will include markets and
churches and visits with artisans
engaged in holy trades.
Saturday, November 2nd, 10:00
2 open tours. Reservations not required.

132 About Holiness and Insanity

Meeting: Jaffa Gate
Tours in the Old City dealing with people
whose worlds were rocked by Jerusalem.
These two concurrent two-hour tours,
led by Moti Bar-Lev and Dudu Hayut
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from Bee Travel, will try and decipher
what it is about Jerusalem that causes
so many people to go crazy in the city
(or be crazy about it), and what exactly
Jerusalem Syndrome is.
Saturday, November 2nd, 11:00
2 open tours. Reservations not required.

participants to some of the charming
spots located behind the buildings on
King David Street.
Saturday, November 2nd, 15:00
2 open tours. Reservations not required.

133 Taking the King's Road

Meeting: Gerard Behar Plaza,
at the entrance to Bezalel St.
What is the secret behind Jerusalem's
spring of creativity that can explain why
the most important women authors and
poets of the last century were drawn to
the city? A two-hour tour led by Baruch
Shmulewitz from Bee Travel, which will
recount the stories of Miriam YalanStekelis, Leah Goldberg, Zelda, Rachel the
Poetess and Elsa Lasker-Schueler.
Saturday, November 2nd, 16:00
Open tour. Reservations not required.

Meeting: Cats Square, the corner of
Hillel St. and Yoel Moshe Salomon St.
King David Street in downtown
Jerusalem is undergoing change. These
two concurrent two-hour tours, led by
Ram Kaplan and Akiva Segal from Bee
Travel, will highlight the challenges of
preservation in view of the changes
taking place in the area. They will
talk about the history of the YMCA
building, Waldorf Astoria Hotel, Cats
Square and other sites, while introducing

134 A Look at Women Poets
in Jerusalem

To sign up for the advance registration tours: batim.itraveljerusalem.com
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And a huge thank you to our volunteers!
Entry to the construction sites is contingent
on signing a liability waiver. Participation in
the bike tours is at the cyclists' own risk.
We reserve the right to make changes. E&OE.
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